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Editor's Note.. o

Almighty God who called out Abraham 3500 years ago to make
him the 'Father of believers', chose Bro. T.M. Abraham of 1/6, Tilak
Nagar, Chembur (who is popularly and affectionately known as Onniley
Avarachan) to lay the foundation of IPC churches in Mumbai. 50 years
ago. This is a special year for us in IPC Mumbai. We have several reasons
to be happy, to celebrate and to give thanks to our God. During the last
fifty years, many faces have come and gone. Young people have grown old
and some have passed away to be with the Lord. Many members of the
first and second generations are scattered in different countries of the
world.

We embarked on the composition of this souvenir with the
specific purpose of bringing together the old guards and the new
generation in one volume. We are sure, the present generation will be able
to refresh their memories and thank God for their predecessors. During
the wilderness journey of Israel, they came to rest in Elim, but could not
settle there permanently. They had to move on. As sojourners traveling to
the Promised Land, MIZAR is only a temporary abode and we have a
long journey ahead. “Here we do not have an enduring city”.

The material for the composition of this souvenir have come from
memories and scant recordings of the first generation and currently
available records of the present generation. It is possible that historically
important details have been left out due to insufficient information.
However we have endeavoured utmost to be as faithful to historical facts
as possible. We do not claim that this is a complete volume. Many former
members could not be contacted for want of their present addresses. We
can only beg pardon for their omission. If you wish to send us your details,
we will be happy to compile them into a second volume in future. Please
let us know about your association with this church in the past and other
historical details including photographs in relation to this church.

We have printed and published this souvenir with the funds
donated specifically for the purpose by our present and former members.
We sincerely hope and pray that the reading material provided in this
volume will be spiritually nourishing to the readers.

I record my heartfelt thanks to members of the souvenir
committee who worked day and night to give the volume its present shape
and appearance. But “neither he who plants nor he who waters is
anything, but only God who makes things grow”. Offering all glory and
praise to Almighty God, we present this souvenir to the general public.

Varghese Kollakompil
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Gilgal Pentecostaf Assembly, Inc.

Affiliated with the Indian Pentecostal Church of God
Registered Office: 244 Thorne Grove Dr., Vernon Hills IL 60061  Phoge (630) 529-0015

Date: Dec 25,2004

President

Rev. Thomas v, Kosiy
(630) 529-0015 Pastor

Indian Pentecostal Church Of God,
Mumbai, India

SECTEthy

Jaln Varaghese
(630) 629-2638
Dear Pastor and members of the church,
2 Greetings!!
Treasurer I'am so delighted to know that the Indian Pentecostal Church of
Josepl Thomas God, Chembur, Mumbai js publishing a souvenir in commemoration of
(847) 573 8701 the golden jubilee celebrations, -
Being a former pastor for six years from 1980 to] 986, | consider it a
great privilege to write a few lines on this happy occasion. | am so
Elders grateful to the Lord for the goiden time of fellowship and ministry with
”Tillm Nathew the saints of God in Mumbai. | stij| remember the prayer support and
Abraiam Egravigg evangelical zeal of the believers. As a result of the united efforts, about
seventy-five souls were added to the church, including many from Hindy
and nominal Christian backgrounds. | praise God for the vision and
example of the church.
EMM@ May the good Lord continye 1o bless the church and make
Rer, Samie! Babukany it instrumental in the expansion of the kingdom of God. | appreciate the
Baba Nathew tireless efforts and contributions of the pastor, eiders and believers of the
Solomon Varghese church. He, which has begun a good work in you, will perform it until the
g P. Thomas day of Jesus Christ. “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us”(1 samuel 7:12)

Congratulations and may God’s blessings remain with you in the
years to comel!

Yours in His servi

(Pastor Thomas v, Koshy)* -

Chicago, U.S.A.

“We Breach Christ Crucified”
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THE INDIAN PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

WESTERN REGION
Indigenous and the pargest Pentecostal N\ovement in India
(Registered in 1935)

OF GOD [Regd.]

PASTOR K.V.ABRAHAM
PRES\DENT
iPC WESTERN REGION

| am very glad to know that the indian Pentecdsta\ Church of God, pombay is
celebrating its Golden Jubilee after completing 50 years of glorious and plessed ministry-
Today theré are numerous Pentecosta‘ churches in Bombay, put all except the one which
exists in {-Ballena, Chembur are known by the name of the locality where they function. The
Church in Chembur was registered and known as \.P.C Bombay pecause its members were
from all over in Bombay and in the suburbs at that time-

{ had the privileg® to minister in the 1.P.C Bombay for 6 years from 1974-80. When |
took over charge the church was gunctioning in the Elizabeth High school, Chembur. The

at |- Ballena, embur wa co d an hurch Wa regh red during
redit at all for this t was @ use there were
Mathew, JO on samuel and many

my life which | do not want to mention for sho!
fel\owship in the church.

There are some heart rending experiences too. Three persons Sr. Jessy Abraham, Sr.
Tamar Philip and Br.Joy were promoted to glory in their middle ages, all in the period of my
ministry- Their sudden departure made me and the church as @ whole very sad. Praise God

that He conso\ed all the bereaved ones.

The IPC Bombay always stood as @ peacon: Today there are people in many parts of
the world who have expenenced the sweet tove and sellowship in the {pC Bombay- it could for
the last 50 years cater to the spiritual needs of hundreds of people who used to come o

)
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God brought me to Bombay in
Jan 1969 to be a pioneer missionary in
and around Kalyan, where pastors
PM Philip, Mathew Samuel and
several others were beaten up for
preaching the Gospel a year ago. I
still remember the first worship
service which I attended in Elizabeth
High School with the Pastor. (Late)
K. V. Kurain. As young and
inexperienced as I was, two
messages had to be combined
together in order to preach 20
minutes that Sunday. But the pastor
and others appreciated and
encouraged me. I never knew that
God had a plan to make me the
Pastor of that Church after 23 years.
From December 1991 to Dec. 1997, six
years of our life were spent in IPC
Chembur with so many good
memories to cherish. I enjoyed the
liberty to travel any number of days
to preach the Gospel in different
parts of North India. I thankfully
remember Br. Jacob Mathew (ICPF)
Br. Johnson K Samuel, Br. V. V.
Varghese (Late) Br. P. A. George and
many other young brothers who
were of great help in the ministry.

IPC Chembur has always taken
lead to help spread the Gospel in and
around Bombay. It always shines as
an ideal church for other Malayalee
Pentecostal Churches in Bombay. It

never stopped extending financial help
to new missionaries. The church
demonstrated maturity in several ways
by which it is able to maintain its unique
identity. I think it is also noteworthy that
more than half of it's pastors led the
largest IPC congregations in the United
States of America. The legacy handed
down by its pioneer members is worth
mentioning. One can see former
members of IPC Chembur virtually in
any town where Malayalees do migrate.

Upholding the christian testimony
for half a century in the city of Bombay is
possible only by the abundant mercies of
the Lord. Lam delighted to know that the
church is celebrating its Golden Gubilee
and also publishing a Souvenir. I thank
God and appreciate the church for the
good impact it has made upon the
Malayalee Pentecostal churches outside
Kerala.

Itis good to remember that church is
never a place but always a people. Never
a fold but always a flock; the purpose of
the existence of the church is to worship
God, build up the saints and evangalize
theworld.

May God bless and enable you to

fulfill the purpose of your existence till

the return of Christ. Ammini and I send
our best wishes.

V. ]. Thomas

o
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January 3, 2005

MESSAGE

Itis my pleasure to congratulate The Indian Pentecostal Church of God, Mumbai
on its 50" anniversary. Jubilees are occasions to look back with joy for the
faithfulness of God and look forward with confidence and courage to face the
challenges ahead.

On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee, | gladly recall the goodness of God in
enabling this church with a humble beginning to pioneer in this city and stand as
a witness for the Gospel over the past five decades to the many who came in
search of jobs from Kerala. In the days past, God helped this church to be an
example for many other local churches and to be a training ground for many
who are now in the different continents. It is gratifying to learn that the principles
and practices initiated by this church several decades ago, in matters related to
administration, fellowship, finances, tenure etc have found acceptance on a
global scale.

May the Lord grant wisdom to the members of this church for proclaiming the
message of the Gospel to the many people groups in this city of unlimited
~ opportunities and to become a mission-minded church helping evangelisation in
other parts of the country. Itis my prayer that the Lord may enable this church to
grow from strength to strength to reach further heights of excellence for His glory
in the days to come.

(P. Abraham)
Chairman
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A. F. Pinto

T
Founder - Chairman
(SheriﬁofMumbai 2000)

Date : 22.12.2004

Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 0 the Indian Pentecostal Church
of God Assembly.

Congratulations o0 the successful completion of 50 fruitful years in the service of
God’s people. [ am happy that you will be celebrating the Golden Jubilee with 2
Thanksgiving Service of the Church on the 6™ of February 2005 and bringing
out a souvenir to commemorate this joyful occasion.

The Family of God rejoices in the blessings He has poured out upon the Indian

Pentecostal Church of God in Mumbai and feels happy and proud that your service
glorifies our Lord Jesus and testifies 10 His love and faithfulness in your ceaseless

efforts to make Christ known 11 this city and across many lands.

My wife Grace and children join me in conveying all best wishes for the success
of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. It is our prayer that the Lord bless you and
give you untold increase in building His Kingdom.

Wi rewards and prayers,

A. F.PINTO

«Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.
Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
pecause you know that your labor in the Lord is pot in vain.”

1 Corinthians 15:58

Corporate office :- C/0- St. Lawrence High School, Asha Nagar, Kandivii (E). Mumb.ai 3 400 101.
Telefax : 2854 8593 02854 3004 @ 2854 0537 ¢ 2854 4075 Website :M.wamndza.org
Email xaviers@boms.vsnl.net.in
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THE WESTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF MAHARASHTRA

OF
THE SOUTH INDIA ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

{Regd. No. 2701 Under Societies Act. XXi of 1860 August 17, 1951 Mumbai)

Superintendent :

Rev. M. Thomas

A-7, Pujari Apartment,
Off. Telecom Factory,
Sion-Trombay Road,
Deonar, Mumbai-400 088.
Tel.: 022-25576457
Mobile : 9819222989
E-mail : tomann@vsnl.net
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8" December, 2004

Dear Friends,

It is my great joy and pleasure to send greetings and
congratulations to the Indian Pentecostal Church, Mizar Hall,
Chembur, on behalf of the Western District Council of
Maharashtra of South India Assemblies of God, First Assembly
of God Church, Chembur and my family. I rejoice in what God
has done and the progress of the last fifty years. The prayers of
God’s people for the work in Mumbai and the suburbs and the
labors of those who have served untiringly have not been in
vain. God has truly done great things.

God’s faithfulness has been proven many time
through the past fifty years. Especially, as an youngster when I
came to Mumbai, the life and teachings of God’s servants like
Pastor Mathew Samuel and late Pastor K. V. Kurien and also
my friends and co-workers in Bhabha Atomic Research Centre,
Pastor Kuruvilla Philip (Geneva), Bro. Johnson Samuel and
Bro. P. Abraham influenced my life tremendously to come to
know the reality of God’s love through His son and in turn to
come to Pentecostal faith.

Our prayer is that the future will be even greater than
the past. As the Holy Spirit moves ahead let the church move
with Him to accomplish the will of God in the city and around.
Let many more souls be added to the Kingdom of God through
the ministry of the church.

Your Brother,

KYY‘ oy
Pastor M. Thomas
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December 14, 2004

GREETINGS

It is indeed a matter of great joy to learn that INDIAN PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH OF GOop CHEMBUR is bringing out g Souvenir to mark the
occasion of their Golden Jubilee Year.

Whenever we arrive at milestone, it is g time to look back to the past years
and give thanks to the Almighty God for His loving kindness and divine
protection upon His people. Since the inception of the Church, the Lord has
guided His people wonderfully and enabled them to overcome numeroyg
hurdles faced across the target.

The ministry and the services rendered by the Church during the past 50 years
in this metropolitan city are commendable. The pioneer ministers and
believers are to be fondly remembered, whose tireless efforts have brought
about the congregation into a solig Church. Moreover, the selfless services
rendered by the Servants of God from time to time and the sincere co-
operation of the beloved brothers and sisters have added its strength in al]
aspects. May the Lord bless them abundantly is my earnest prayer.

PASTOR A, MATHAI
Regional Overseer.

Pastor Raju Thomas




14thJan., 2005

DearPastor and Members of Indian Pentecostal Church, Chembur.

It is with great and immense pleasure, I came to Rnow that IPC Chembur is
celebrating its golden jubilee year.

I am proud of myself being part of the Church from the mid-sixties to late- sixties,
during my stay in north-central Mumbai. Those times we were meeting in Elizabeth School

for fellowship and the worship meetings were a delight in itself.

IPC Chembur holds some fond memories for me and it is to a larger extent, I am
proud to put on record, that the Church helped in guiding me during my early years to be a
worker in the Lord's vineyard. The Church at that time helped me in finding my goals with
clarity and T am grateful to the Pastors'who ministered at that time in showing me the path
to proceed ahead.

The Church had a series of spirit filled meetings with ministers of the Lord from
India and abroad ministering. In those meetings I was filled with the Holy Ghost
accompanied by the signs mentioned in the Scriptures and also helped many a members in

finding a new and profound love for the ministry of the Lord, In fact now when I look,
around in the Lord’s army, I am pleased to find many co-workers who were  fellowshipping
during the sixties with IPC Chembur.

I amvery glad the Pentecostal movement heralded by IPC Chembur in Mumbai has
quite grown and has spread across throughout the length and breadth of Mumbai. Though
working for the Lord under different denominational heads, it is heartening that the cityis
witnessing an unprecedented work of the Holy Spirit. All glory goes to the almighty God for
letting the anointing flow from the initial fellowship. Those times we used to pray to God
that there should be a congregation in every station in Mumbai and now I find there are
more than one in many stations. Praise God for he answered our prayers.

At this juncture, I and Ephphatha Ministries, Matunga, join together with
thousands of saints all across the globe in praying to the almighty God, that He still bless the
Church and He who started the good work, continue till his second coming.

GOD BLESS YOU.
V. MATHEW,
Pastor and Chairman, :
Ephphatha Minstries, '
f Matunga, Mumbai.
ﬁ EA |
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It gives us great joy and pleasure in expressing our gratitude 10 God for
keeping the Chembur IPC Mizar church for the past fifty years in the great
city of Mumbai. We as @ family were priwleged t0 be members of this church
for approximately two years when we first returned from US to serve the Lord
shrough ICPF in Mumbai. We still cherish the memories of OUr fellowship in
that great church, where Weé were accepted and counted with respect @S
servants 0 the most High. We rejoice with you as you celebrate fifty years of
God's faithfulness and we promise you our prayers and continued support as
you enter in to a new phase in ministry and fellowship.

May the good Lord bless and flourish you in that city t0 touch and disciple
thousands for the Lord. The Inter Collegiate Prayer F cllowship also joins with
mein congratulating the church and expressing our gratztude foryour supportto
the ministry of ICPF. The Lord will use you 10 open the €yes of the spiritually
plind, set the captives free and proclaim freedom and liberty to those enslaved to

May the Hol)'; Spirit bless YOu all to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit and the
very life of Christ, thus making you known in the city as trué disciples of the Lord.

Yours in His faithful service

Jacob Mathew & family
General Secretary, ICRE
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It was in the providence of God
that I came to Bombay in the year
1956 and was able to be associated
with the Church from the very
beginning. At this time I was just out
of college and was only 21 years of
age. My intention was to go to the Gulf
and I also had a couple of job
interviews. But that was not God's
plan for me and so it did not work out.
But immediately I got a job with the
Atomic Energy Commission and I
continued there until August of 1968
when I left for the United States.

As I look back over the years I
could see the faithfulness of God,
honoring the humble beginnings and
make it to grow and be fruitful
beyond all our hopes and dreams.
We were only a handful of believers
who gathered in the one-room
apartment of Bro. T.M. Abraham in
Building No. I which was then known
as Township Colony. However, there
was a real sense of fellowship, love

and close affinity towards each other.
In the beginning we did not have a
regular pastor but everyone who
attended the services were touched
by the power of the Holy-Spirit and
more and more people were added
and we grew in number and
strength. Before long we decided to
organize as a Church affiliated to the
IPC, Kumbanad. I had the privilege to
serve in the official capacity as the
Secretary and the Treasurer of the
Church in the early years. A number
of very dedicated and spirit-filled
pastors came to minister in the
Chembur Church.

It is indeed heartening to note
that the church is enjoying a time of
tremendous growth and churches are
established in many of the suburban
centers in and around Bombay. May
the Lord continue to bless you in all
your endeavors.

Yours in the bonds of Christ,

Rev. Jacob Cheriyan




LOOKING BACK

(Johnson K. Samuel)

A small beginning

It was in the year 1955. Bombay city
was an attraction for job seekers, as it is
even today. Some believers from Kerala
had come to Bombay in search of jobs.
Three friends, Bros. T.M. Samuel, George
P. Chacko and Jacob Thomas, joined
together at the residence of Bro. T.M.
Abraham (Karamvelil Avarachan, now
living in Canada) in Building No. 1, Room
No. 6 of Tilak Nagar, Chembur and formed
a small prayer fellowship. The group
continued to meet regularly on Sundays at
the same place and slowly grew in size
bringing to its fold people from various
Christian denominations who made
personal commitment to Jesus Christ as
their Lord and Saviour and who believed in
the Pentecostal experience of the baptism
of the Holy Spirit.

The prayer fellowship decided to
function as a local church of the Indian
Pentecostal Church of God and was helped
initially by Bro. George P. Chacko and
Pastor Kurien Joseph. Later, in 1956,
Pastor C.J. Mathew came to Bombay with
a vision for North India and was accepted
as minister in charge. He ministered in the
church for two years and moved on to other
places.

Growth

As the membership of the church grew
to about 50, it became difficult to continue
the worship meeting in the same small
room in 1, Tilak Nagar. The service was
shifted to a class room of Elizabeth School,

G20,
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Chembur in 1960. The church continued to
expand as it became a source of blessing to
many young people who came to Bombay
to work in offices, factories, hospitals, etc.
Many members of the church moved to
other parts of the world over the years.
(One would be able to meet old members
of IPC Chembur in various states of North
America and the Gulf countries). At the
same time, many more kept coming to its
fold, too. The class room became totally
inadequate for the purposes of the church
as the attendance in the worship meeting
exceeded 100. Special meetings had to be
held outside the class room in the school
compound or in other open grounds.
People began earnestly to pray for a new
and bigger place of their own.

New premises in
Chhedanagar, Chembur

An attempt was initiated in 1960 to
collect funds for a church building during a
convention addressed by Pastors P.M.
Philip and Kurian Thomas. Although
Pastor Philip used to renew the exercise
every time he visited Bombay in later
years, an earnest, whole hearted effort
began only in 1975. Members pledged to
contribute at least one month’s salary to the
building fund of the church. Appeals for
funds were sent to friends in different parts
of the world. Encouraged by the generous
response a decision was made in faith to
buy a hall and a parsonage in the ground
floor of Ballena, a proposed building in
Chhedanagar, Chembur although the
funds were inadequate at that time. The




¢onstruction process of the building was
very much like an “obstacle race”. We
could feel God’s intervention in the matter
several times. May His name be glorified.
Finally the premises of the church was
completed in December 1977 and the hall
was inaugurated on Sunday, December 11,

Church Photograph at the inauguration of

Mizar Hall

1977 with a worship meeting in the
morning and an inaugural function in the
evening. The hall has a seating capacity for
nearly 250 people. A baptistry is
constructed at one end of the hall which,
with the cover on, serves also as a
platform.

S ————
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Blending their voices together...
a musical evening at Mizar Hall.

Registration in progress for
All mumbai Youth Seminar
on 25th Dec. 2003 at Mizar Hall.

Br.Jacob Mathew addresses the
audience on Christmas eve celebration
(2003) conducted specially for the

‘Ballena’ residents.

A scene from all Mumbai
Youth Seminar on 25th Dec.2003




Organization of the church

Management of the affairs of the
church is carried out by an elected
committee consisting of secretary,

*"’%
¢

Indian Pentecostal Church of God
Bombay

MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION

RULES & REGULATIONS

Under Bombay Public Trusts Act, XXIX of 1850

Office:
Mizar Hall, Ballena,
Chhedanagar, Bombay-400 089,

R8O RIR O KOS OR T08 R OR % KRR R ORI OR KR Ot

A%
Reg. No. D-253 (BOM)
(Dated March 29, 1978)

T S0 SO SO SO SO SO SO SR SO SO SR

treasurer and six other members with the
Pastor as the President. In a bold and

INAUGURATION

MIZAR HALL
16 & 17, Chhedanagar, Chembur,
Bombay 400 089

DECEMBER 11, 1977

“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”

INDIAN PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD
BOMBAY

timely decision, the church was registered
as a Public Trust with the Government of

SEIRN
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Maharashtra in 1978 while the church
remains as a local unit of the Indian
Pentecostal Church of God. This
unprecedented step has enabled the church
to keep the management of all financial
affairs clean and above board and under
public scrutiny. A Board of Trustees looks
after the management of all moveable and
immovable properties and the investments
of the church. (Our example is now being
followed by several local churches in
Mumbai & elsewhere).

Activities
1) Worship services on Sundays:

The major activity of the church is the
worship services on Sundays which
provide an opportunity for the members to
have Christian fellowship and to worship

their Lord together. The service is
conducted on the apostolic pattern of the
first century, when “on the first day of the
week the disciples came together to break
bread” (Acts 20:7). It is so organized as to
encourage participation from all
assembled members, the intention being
the spiritual growth of all.

2) Sunday School:
The important place that Sunday

School has in the spiritual upbringing of
the children was recognized from the early
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days of the church. Children are divided
into various classes according to their age
groups and a systematic course of study is
followed. In addition, there is a Bible study
class for adults too. In addition to the
academic curriculum, programmes arc
organized during the year to test and
encourage the talents of children in public
speaking, essay writing, memory Verse
recitation, story telling, etc. We are happy
to see many of our Sunday School children
are now serving the Lord in different
countries of the world as Pastors, youth
leaders, organisers, etc.

3) Youth Fellowship:

Pentecostal Young Peoples’
Association (PYPA) is an integral part of
the church. Variety of programmes are
regularly organised in order to develop the
talents of the young people and grow into a

second line of leadership in the church for
the glory of God and the extension of His
kingdom. PYPA organises outdoor gospel
work, musical programmes, picnics and
gospel tours.

4) Sisters’ Fellowship:

Sisters meet once a week on Fridays
for prayer and Bible Study. They visit
homes in the neighbourhood and prays for
the sick and help the needy ones. They are
the prayer warriors of the church and keep
communication lines open for the Lord to
work for the edification of the church.

5) Weekly cottage meetings:

Members meet for prayer and
fellowship in different homes once a week.
The meetings provide an opportunity for
members to visit different homes which
are scattered in different parts of the city.

Our Pastors

’ § ¥ , .*‘
prq W) 4 PP s ] K
Pastor C.J. Mathew Pastor V.M. Chacko
(1956-58) (1958-59)
Gone to be with the Lord. Gone to be with the Lord.

e i b
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Pastor Mathew Samuel
(1959-68)
Now in New York, USA
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5 years

Pastor K.V. Abraham
(1974-80)
President - [IPC Western Region

Pastor P. Joy
(1986-91)

Pastor K.V. Kurian
(1968-74)
Gone to be with the Lord.

Pastor Thomas V. Koshy
(1980-86)
Now in Chicago, USA

President - [PC Maharashtra Region

Pastor K.M. Varghese
June 1991- Dec. 1991
Now in Florida, USA




Pastor V.J. Thomas
(1992-97)
Now in Dallas, USA

Pastor John Thomas
Since June 2003

We have had the blessed privilege of
being ministered by very talented and
spirit filled servants of God throughout the
history of the church. Pastors C.J. Mathew,
V.M. Chacko and K.V. Kurian are now
resting in the presence of the Lord after
their labours in His vineyard. All the other
servants of God are very much active in the
Lord’s service in different parts of the
world. We also remember with gratitude
the pastoral services rendered to the church
by Pastors Kurien Joseph, M.C. Abraham,
C.J. John and Subash at different periods
oftime.

e

Pastor P.J. Samkutty
(Jan. 1998 - May 2003)
Now in Mulund, Mumbai.

Pastor Mathew Samuel had the longest
tenure as Pastor of the church in its early
formative years. We cannot forget the
difficult days when the family lived in a
small one-room tenement in Mahul with
their children, even sharing their meagre
accomodation with servants of God like
(Late) Pastor T.G. Oommen, (Late) Pastor
A.C. George and other guests who visited
the church in those days. The worship
meetings and other weekly gatherings
were held in the small room of Bro. T.M.
Abraham in Tilak Nagar. We cannot forget
the great sacrifices that Bro. T.M.
Abraham and family made for the growth
of the church and the terrible
inconveniences that they had to undergo




for the sake of the Lord’s work. As the
church membership outgrew the
conveniences of the room, the worship
services were moved to a class room in
Elizabeth School nearby:.

1'%
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The first baptism (1955) Bro.Devapriyam
with church members at Juhu Beach.

Pastor K.V. Kurian began his tenure
staying in Mahul, but later on moved to a
house owned by Bro. G.S. Thomas in
Ghatkopar. Under his able stewardship, the
church membership continued to grow
inspite of the fact that many members left _
Bombay for greener pastures in the regions
of Persian Gulf and North America. The
immediate need for a worship place and
parsonage began to be felt when the
available class room facilities became
grossly inadequate. Earnest efforts to build
up a fund for the purpose started at this
time.

Pastor K.V. Abraham took charge of
the church when Pastor K.V. Kurian left
for New York. He stayed in Mulund in the
house of Bro. Joshua Thomas which was
made available to the church. It was during
his tenure that the church was registered as
a Trust and the fund raising drive was put
on a high gear. We got possession of Mizar
Hall and parsonage in December 1977 and
Pastor K.V. Abraham moved into our own
parsonage soon after.

The church saw its largest membership

5-2
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during the tenure of Pastor Thomas Koshy.
Every available space inside the hall
including the top of the baptistry was filled
in those days. It was on one of those
Sundays that we had the memorable
experience of 12 brothers and sisters being
baptized and added to the church on the
same day. We also recall with happiness
the birth of Joji as the newest member of
the Pastor’s family.

Pastor P. Joy’s ministry was marked by
his enthusiasm and energy which he
successfully infused into the members of
the church. His booming voice made the
microphone system quite unnecessary.

We had the privilege of the
stewardship of Pastor K.M. Varghese only
for a short time. He left India to take up an
assignment in Dallas, Texas, USA..

Then Pastor V.J. Thomas reurned to
India from DAllas and was kind enough to
take charge of our church. We enjoyed his
ministry thoroughly. It was during this
time that the church initiated a few
outreach ministries into the
neighbourhood areas.

Pastor P.J. Samkutty came all the way
from Jabalpur to take charge of the church
when Pastor V.J. Thomas left. We had a
blessed time together. The Pastor is
continuing his ministry elsewhere in
Mumbeai.

Now we are privileged to have Pastor
John Thomas to take care of the church.
We are, indeed, blessed by his ministry of
the Word of God. Under his stewardship,
the church will, surely, continue to grow in
spiritual maturity and strength in the years
to come.
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Pioneer Leaders who visited us.

Pastor K. E. Abraham

Pastor Kurian Thomas

Pastor T. G. Oommen. Pastor M. K. Chacko Pastor T. K. Mathew
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The church had the blessed privilege of
hosting many Bible Study sessions and
conventions led by respected servants of
God. Most of the first generation pioneer
leaders of the Pentecostal movement in
India have visited our church and
ministered the Word of God in the past.
Renowned teachers like Pastors K.E.
Abraham, T.G. Oommen, V.T. Joseph,
P.M. Philip, PK. Chacko, K.K. Cherian
and George Oommen have taught us from
the Scriptures on several occasions. Full
Gospel truths have been proclaimed in our
church conventions and other meetings by
eminent speakers like Pastors Kurian
Thomas, M.K. Chacko, T.P. Varghese,
T.K. Mathew (Karamvelil), T.S. Abraham,
T.C. Easow, T.A. Cherian, K.M. Joseph,
K. Joy, K.K. Cherian, K.C. John, E.M.
Zachariah, Thomas Mathew, Dr K.
Muralidhar, Jacob Mathew, P. S. Samuel,
John Daniel, K. K. Cheriyan, Babu
Cheriyan, K. T. Mathew, Vandanmedu
Chackochan, M. K. George, K. T. Thomas,
Thomas George, Saju Mathew, Bhaskar
Dawson, P. T. Thomas, Valsan Abraham,
Abraham Thomas, George Oommen, Pr.
O. J. Wilson and Idicheria Ninan. In
addition, we have had the privilege of
hearing the Word from numerous servants
of God whose names are too many to be
listed in this short report.

Our former members

The large number of members who
have left the church to seek employment
elsewhere are diligently serving the Lord
in many countries of the world. Some are
serving the Lord as full time ministers.
Some are leaders in their own local
churches. Some have served as organizers
of national conferences. We praise God for
them because we believe that the training

and the nurture received in this church
have, certainly, helped them to love and
serve the Lord whole heartedly in their
present locations.

A PYPA magazine

Enterprising young people of the
church decided to publish a magazine to

provide opportunities for members to
display their writing and artistic talents.
The publication was named “TALENT”
and began as a quarterly manuscript
magazine in a handwritten/typewritten
format, but soon graduated into a printed
format. The magazine front cover
designed by our Art Editor Sam George
was of super quality. We have

fond memories of the
young artist whose
sudden passing
away left a deep

scar on our minds.

The magazine was

distributed free to

many homes in
different parts of the

Sam George
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world and was well appreciated. The
publication continued for nearly seven
years from 1981 to 1988, but could not be
sustained due to financial constraints.
PYPA members had every reason to be
satisfied with the pioneering efforts taken
by them in those days. “TALENT” served
as an inspiration for the publication of
many similar manuscript magazines by
other churches in the city.

Singing Talents

PYPA has always been instrumental
through the years in bringing out the

singing talents of members so that they can
effectively lead and participate in the
singing ministry during worship services
of the church. Our church choirs have been
invited by other churches and
organizations in Bombay to lead singing
during their conventions. We thank God
for talented singers like Bro. C.M.
Varghese, Bro. Kunjumon Varghese, Bro.
Bensy Mathew, Bro. Tony Mathew, Bro.
Ebison Abraham, Bro. Stanley Mathew
and others who organized the choirs at
different times.

Picnics and Tract Distribution
Annual picnics are occasions for
outings for members for relaxation in the
great open spaces, open air preachings and
tract distribution. Picnics were always
enjoyed by both the young and the old
alike.

Sunday School programmes

A great deal of emphasis has always
been to Sunday School programmes in the
church. A systematic curiculum is
followed for the different classes for
children. But the adults are not forgotten.
Bible study is taken for them either by the
Pastor or a senior member. Talent tests are
conducted to bring out the abilities of the
children and display them in public. The
Sunday School and PYPA anniversary
function has always been interesting and
spiritually edifying.

Conclusion

“It was He who gave some to be
apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists and some to be pastors and
teachers, to prepare God’s people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ
may be built up until we reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ”
(Eph. 4:11-13). We thank God for enabling
our church to stand firm in the teachings of
the Bible because for the last fifty years it
was led and nurtured by apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers as
provided by God at appropriate times to
build the Body of Christ in the faith and
knowledge of the Son of God towards
maturity. May His name be glorified.
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Concert at Matunga Rly. Welfare Hall.
BSS live ! '

A musical vening at Ahktnagar.
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We will sing for the Lord.

“Do you believe Jesus
is Lord ?” - a baptism

“Till we meet again...”
Farewell to Bro. P.V.George & Fly.

A time laugh... scene from all
Mumbai Youth Seminar. -
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At Khim beach Alibaug.

“Miles to go before we sleap”
youth camp at Matheran.
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An Album released f,‘”
by Mizar choir. g :

A picnic
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Our donors for Mizar Hall in 1970s.

(Cities mentioned below are based on the list of donors published in 1977.
The same may be changed now.)

Mr. A. Abraham, Bombay

Mr. A. T. Abraham, Canada

Mr. K. Abraham, Doha

Pastor K. E. Abraham, Kerala

Mr. K. S. Abraham, Bombay
Pastor K. V. Abraham, Bombay
Mr. M. J. Abraham, Bombay

Mr. P. Abraham, Bombay

Pastor P. G. Abraham, Nagpur

Mr. P. G. Abraham, Bombay

Mr. T. M. Abraham, Bombay
Pastor T. S. Abraham, Kerala
Pastor Abraham, Kerala

Mr. Abraham Joseph, USA

Mr. Abraham Mathew, Kuwait
Abu Dhabi IPC

Pastor Achoy O. Mathews, USA
Ahmedbad IPC

Miss Aleyamma Abraham, Kuwait
Miss Aleyamma George, Kuwait
Mrs. Aleyamma Samuel, USA
Mrs. Aleyamma S. Thomas, Bombay
Mrs. T. G. Aleykutty,

Miss Alice,

Mrs. Annamma George, Bombay
Miss. Annamma E. Thomas, Kuwait
Miss. Annamma T. Oommen, Bombay
Assembly of God Church, Tehran
Mr. Babu K. Thomas, Muscat

Mr. P. Baby,Bombay

Mr. P. Y. Baby, Kuwait

Mr. V. T. Baby, Bombay

Pastor Baby Chacko, Gorakhpur
Bahrain IPC

Baroda IPC

Rev. Batrajath, Jordan

Mr. Benal Gull, USA

Dr. Benjamin George, Malaysia
Mr. Benny Mathews, Doha

Mr. Benny K. Thomas, USA
Miss Beulah Brunell, USA
Bokaro IPC

Pastor V. M. Chacko, Kerala

Mr. Y. Chacko, Bombay

Mrs. Chellamma George, USA
Mr. C. T. Cherian, USA

Mr. K. C. Cherian, Bombay

Mr. P. M. Cherian, Abu Dhabi
Mr. Chinnamma Zachariah, Bombay
Christian Fellowship of India, USA
Church of Gandhidham

Dadar IPC

Mr. G. Daniel, Bombay

Mr. C. J. Daniel, USA

Mr. K. M. Daniel, Baroda

Mr. M. T. Daniel, Bombay

Mr. P. C. Daniel, Kuwait

Mr. T. C. Daniel, Bombay

Mr. Del Bolinger, Tehran

Mr. S. Devapriyam, Bombay
Doha Pentecostal Assembly
Dubai IPC

Mr. K. V. Eapen, USA

Mr. M. M. Easow, Doha

Mr. V. J. Easow, Bombay

Miss. Elizabeth Thomas, Bombay
Miss. Evette K. Burnell, USA
Full Gospel Christian Church, USA
Mr. G. Geevarughese, Dubai

Mr. A. C. George, Doha

Mr. E. V. George, Bombay

Mr. H. P. George, Banglore
Pastor K. O. George, Kerala

Mr. K. S. George, Bombay
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Our donors for Mizar Hall in 1970s.

(Cities mentioned below are based on the list of donors published in 1977.
The same may be changed now.)

Mr. K. V. George, Kerala

Mr. M. K. George, USA

Mr. M. P. George, Rajasthan

Mr. M. S. George, Qatar

Mr. P. K. George, Bombay

Mr. P. V. George, Vishakhapatnam
Mr. V. A. George, Bombay

Mr. George Abraham, Bombay
Mr. George P. Abraham, Libya
Mr. George V. AbrahamUSA
Mr. George P. Chacko, Bombay
Mr. George Kuruvilla, USA

Mr. George Madathil, Muscat
Mr. George Mathews, USA

Mr. George Mathews, Kuwait
Mr. George Thomas, Kuwait

Mr. George K. Thomas, USA
Mr. J. Gorgekutty, Bombay
Pastor George Varughese, Kerala
Mr. George Varughese, Kashmir
Mr. Habel G. Varughese, Canada
India Full Gospel Assembly, USA
India Christian Assembly, USA
International Full Gospel Church, USA
Mr. V. T. Issac, Bombay

Mr. Jacob Oommen, USA

Mr. J. Jacob, Bombay

Mr. K. M. Jacob, Bombay

Mr. M. G. Jacob, Bombay

Mr. Jefreys K. Samuel, USA
Pastor A. C. John USA

Mr. A. K. John, Bombay

Mr. C. O. John, Bombay

Mr. E. John, Gandhidham

Mr. K. C. John, Bombay

Mr. K. M. John, USA

Mr. M. K. John, Bombay

Mr. M. S. John, Bombay
Mr. P. G. John, Bombay

Mr. P. U. John, USA

Mr. P. V. John, Bombay

Mr. T. M. John, Bombay

Mr. V. G. John, Bombay

Mr. V. K. John, Doha

Mr. P. Johnny, Bombay
Pastor John Cherian USA
Dr. John George, UK

Mr. John Mathew, Kutch
Mr. John Thomas, Bombay
Mr. John Thomas, Calcutta
Mr. Johnson Philip, Kuwait
Mr. Johnson K. Samuel, Bombay
Mr. Johnson Varghese, S. Arabia
Mr. Johnkutty

Mr. A. V. Jose, Bombay

Mr. A. J. Joseph, Bombay
Mr. C. J. Joseph, Bombay
Mr. K. J. Joseph, Bombay
Mr. K. M. Joseph, Bombay
Mr. P. S. Joseph, Australia
Mr. P. T. Joseph, Ahmedbad
M. V. S. Joseph, Bombay
Pastor V. T. Joseph, Kerala
Pastor T. T. Joseph, Bahrain
Mr. V. T. Joshua, Libya

Mr. V. T. Joshua, USA
Pastor K. Joy, Baroda

Mr. Joy Thomas, USA

JWO Chelladorai Bombay
Kalyan IPC

Mr. K. K. Koshy, Kuwait
Mr. Koshy Mathews, USA
Mr. Koilpillai John, Bombay
Miss Kunjamma Samuel, Bombay




SN
5 years
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Mr. Kunjukutty, Bombay

Mr. Kunjummen George, Bahrain
Mr. Kunjumon George, Bombay
Mr. Kunjumon Samuel, USA
Mrs. Kunjannamma Mathew, Bombay
Pastor K. V. Kurien, Bombay

Mr. C. V. Kuruvilla, Bombay

Mr. M. P. Kurien, USA

Mr. Kurien Thomas, Itarsi

Mrs. Lalita Raichur, USA

Mrs. K. Leelamma, Bombay
Mrs. K. Leelamma Cherian, Bombay
Rev. Leroy Wright, USA

Miss. Lissykutty Muthiamannil, USA
Mrs. Lois Joseph, Ahmedbad

Mr. P. T. Mammachen, Bombay
Miss. Mariamma George, USA
Miss K. C. Mariamma, Kuwait
Miss K. A. Marykutty, Bombay
Mr. K. G. Mathew, Doha

Mr. K. M. Mathews, Bombay
Mrs. K. M. Mathews, Bombay
Mr. K. T. Mathews, Bombay

Mr. M. K. Mathews, Bombay
Rev. W. Mark Bliss, Tehran

Mrs. Mary Ponnolil, USA

Mr. K. V. Mathai, Gandhidham
Mr. P. V. Mathai, Bombay

Mr. Mathew Madathil, USA

Mr. A. C. Mathews, Kerala

Mr. M. Mathews, Kuwait

Mr. P. M. Mathew, USA

Mr. P. M. Mathew, Abu Dhabi
Mr. P. 1. Mathew, Bombay

Mr. P. K. Mathews, Bombay

Mr. P. V. Mathew, Muscat

Mr. V. J. Mathews, Doha

Mr. V. P. Mathews, Calcutta

Mr. Mathew E. Abraham, USA
Mr. Mathew Eapen, USA

Pastor Mathews Samuel, Kerala
Mr. Mathew T. Oommen, Bombay
Mr. Mathew C. Thomas, Bombay
Mrs. Mercy Koruth

New York IPC

Pastor T. G. Oommen, Kerala
Mr. Oommen Abraham, Bombay
Mr. Oommen John, USA

Mr. Oommen Varghese, Saudi Arabia
Mr. T. C. Oonnoonnee, Bombay
Mr. Pappy Johnson, USA

Mr. K. Philip, Bombay

Mr. K. J. Philip, Bombay

Mr. K. Philip, Bombay

Mr. K. S. Philip, Kuwait

Mr. M. P. Philip, Bombay

Mr. P. Philip, Bombay

Mr. P. O. Philip, Bombay

Pastor P. M. Philip, Kerala

Mr. Philip K. Joseph, USA

Mr. Philip Kuruvilla, USA

Mr. Philip Zachariah, USA

Mr. C. V. Philippose, Bombay
Mr. K. K. Philippose, USA

Mrs. Ponnamma, Bombay

Pune IPC

Mr. Prasad Varghese, Kuwait

Mr. T. Rajan, Zambia

Mrs. V. T. Rachel

Miss. Rachel P. George, Kuwait
Mrs. Rachel Pappachen, Bombay
Mr. A. M. Samuel, Alwaye

Mr. A. V. Samuel, Sharjah

Mr. M. M. Samuel, Bombay
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Mr. C. Samuel, Assam

Mr. K. M. Samuel, Abu Dhabi
Mr. P. A. Samuel, USA

Mr. P. C. Samuel, Bombay

Mr. P. O. Samuel, Bombay

Mr. P. P. Samuel, Bombay

Mr. T. M. Samuel, Bombay

Mr. S. Sam, Dubai

Mr. Samuel Issac, USA

Mr. Samuel Mathai, Bombay
Mr. M. Samuel, Bombay

Mr. Samuel Philippose, Bombay
Pastor M. S. Samuel, USA

Mr. P. M. Samuel, Vijayawada
Mr. Samuel M. Samuel, USA
Mr. Samuel Thomas, Dubai

Mr. Samuel M. Thomas, USA
Mr. Samuel Varughese, USA
Mrs. Saramma V. John, Bombay
Mrs. Saramma Samuel, USA
Mrs. Sosamma Oommen, Bombay
Mrs. Sosamma Thomas, Kuwait
Pastor T. M. Simon, Delhi
Sharjah IPC

Mr. V. Sebastian, Bombay
Pastor N. Stephens, Gandhidham
Mr. Thampy K. George, Doha
Miss. P. S. Thankamma, Kuwait
Miss. Thankamma Paul, Kuwait
Mr. C. T. Thomas, Calcutta

Mr. E. S. Thomas, Bombay

Mr. G. S. Thomas, Kuwait

Mr. K. J. Thomas, USA

Mr. K. K. Thomas, Kuwait

Mr. K. T. Thomas, Bombay

Mr. M. C. Thomas, Kuwait

Mr. M. Thomas, Bombay

Mr. M. C. Thomas, Kuwait

Mr. M. Thomas, Bombay

Mr. N. T. Thomas, Kerala

Mr. P. Thomas, Bombay

Mr. P. C. Thomas, Bombay

Mr. P. D. Thomas, Dubai

Mr. P. P. Thomas, USA

Mr. P. T. Thomas, Bombay

Mr. T. G. Thomas, Bombay

Pastor V. A. Thomas, USA

Mr. V. A. Thomas, Bombay

Mr. Thomas Abraham (K), Bombay
Mr. M. Thomas Eapen, Doha

Mr. Thomas John, Muscat

Mr. Thomas Kurien, Bombay

Mr. Thomas Mathew, Bombay

Mr. Thomas Nainan, Bombay

Mr. Thomas Philip, USA

Mr. Thomas Samuel,Bombay

Mr. Thomas Varughese, USA (N. Y.)
Mr. Thomas Varughese, USA (Texas)
Pastor C. M. Titus, USA

Mr. Varkey Chacko, USA

Mr. C. M. Varughese, Bombay

Mr. K. C. Varughese, Bombay

Mr. K. P. Varughese, Canada

Mr. M. C. Varughese, Bombay
Pastor M. V. Varughese, USA (N. Y.)
Vishakhapatnam IPC

Mr. Yohannan T. Abraham USA
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5 gars

Year Committee Members Board of Trustees
1978 President Pastor K. V. Abraham E S Thomas (Chairman)
Secretary P. Abraham Mathew T Oommen
Treasurer Johnson K Samuel M. P. Philip
T. M. Abraham T. M. Samuel
T. C. Oonnoonnee K. S. George
Mathew T. Oommen
Mathew C. Thomas
Thomas Ninan
V. J. Easow
1979 President Pastor K. V. Abraham S. Devapriyam
Secretary P. Abraham E. S. Thomas (Chairman)
Treasurer Johnson K Samuel K. S. George
T. M. Abraham Mathew T. Oommen
M. K. John T. M. Samuel
Mathew T. Oommen
M. K. Mathews
T. C. Oonnoonnee
C. M. Varghese
1980 President Pastor K. V. Abraham E. S. Thomas (Chairman)
Secretary Johnson K Samuel T. M. Samuel
Treasurer K. Philip S. Devapriyam
M. K. Mathews Joy George
M. K. John V. A. Thomas
C. M. Varghese
T. M. Abraham
~ P. Abraham
Mathew T. Oommen
1981 President Pastor Thomas V. Koshy T. M. Samuel
Secretary Johnson K Samuel S. Devapriyam
Treasurer K. Philip E. S. Thomas (Chairman)
P. Abraham V. A. Thomas
T.C. Oonnoonnee Joy George

Mathew T. Oommen
C. M. Varghese

P.K. George

Baby David
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Year Committee Members Board of Trustees
1982 President Pastor Thomas V. Koshy A. Achenkunj
Secretary P. Abraham Johnson K. Samuel
Treasurer P. V. Varghese M. K. Mathews
Member Baby David K. Philip (Chairman)
Chacko Abraham V. V. Varghese
P.K. George
Mathew T. Oommen
T. C. Oonnoonnee
C. M. Varghese
1983 President Pastor Thomas V. Koshy M. K. Mathews
Secretary Johnson K. Samuel A. Achenkunj
Treasurer Sam T Samuel V. V. Varghese (Chairman)
Member T. M. Samuel M. A. Philipose
PK. George E. S. Thomas
C. M. Varghese
T. C. Oonnoonnee
Mathew T. Oommen
Chacko Abraham
1984 President Pastor Thomas V. Koshy M. A. Philipose
Secretary Johnson K. Samuel 'A. Achenkunj
Treasurer P. K. George Chacko Abraham
Member K.M. Mathew A. G. Mathew
M. K. Mathews E. S. Thomas (Chairman)
Mathew T. Oommen
T. C. Oonnoonny
T. M. Samuel
V. V. Varghese
1985 President Pastor Thomas V. Koshy E. S. Thomas (Chairman)
Secretary P. Abraham : A. Achenkunj
Treasurer V. V. Varghese Chacko Abraham
Member P. K. George A. G. Mathew
J. K. Samuel M. A. Philipose
K. M. Mathew
M. K. Mathews

Mathew T. Oommen
T. M. Samuel
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5 yoears

Year Committee Members Board of Trustees
1986 President Pastor Thomas V. Koshy P. V. Mathai (Chairman)
Secretary P. Abraham Varghese Kollakompil
Treasurer V. V. Varghese Mathew T. Oommen
C. M. Abraham A. G. Mathew
Johnson K. Samuel Chacko Abraham
K. M. Mathew
M. K. Mathews
K. Philip
M. A. Philipose
1987 President Pastor P. Joy P. V. Mathai (Chairman)
Secretary Johnson K. Samuel Mathew T. Oommen
Treasurer M. A. Philipose Varghese Kollakompil
C. M. Abraham P. A. George
M. K. Mathews P. T. Thomas
K. Philip
P. Abraham
V. V. Varghese
K. V. Abraham
1988-89 President Pastor P. Joy P. A. George
Secretary Johnson K. Samuel P. K. George
Treasurer Johnson Varghese M. K. Mathews
K. V. Abraham K. B. Ninan
P. Abraham P.T. Thomas
V. V. Varghese
K. M. John
K. Philip
M. A. Philipose
1989-90 President  P.Joy P. V. Mathai (Chairman)
Secretary K. Philip Mathew Cherian
Treasurer Johnson Varghese P.A. George
K. V. Abraham M. K. Mathews
Johnson K. Samuel P. T. Thomas

M.A. Philipose
K. M. John

Praveen Thomas
V. V. Varghese
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5 yoears

Year Committee Members Board of Trustees
1990-91 President Pastor P. Joy P. V. Mathai (Chairman)
Secretary K. Philip V. G. John
Treasurer K. M. John P. T. Thomas
Johnson K. Samuel K. J. George
M. A. Philipose S. Devapriyan
K. V. Abraham
V. V. Varghese
Praveen Thomas
Johnson Varghese
1991-92 President Pastor K. M. Varghese P. V. Mathai (Chairman)
Secretary V. V. Varghese V. G. John
Treasurer M. T. Abraham P. T. Thomas
K. V. Abraham K. J. George
Johnson K. Samuel S. Devapriyan
G. S. Thomas
Praveen Thomas
K. M. Mathew
C. J. Samkutty
1992-93 President Pastor V. J. Thomas V. V. Varghese (Chairman)
Secretary ~ Johnson K. Samuel K. J. George
Treasurer Kurian Philip K. V. Abraham
K. M. Mathew K. M. Surendran
C. J. Samkutty K K. Georgekutty
Praveen Thomas
G. S. Thomas
C. G. Abraham
Mathew Tams
1993-94 President Pastor V. J. Thomas V. V. Varghese (Chairman)

Secretary Johnson K. Samuel
Treasurer Kurian Philip

C. G. Abraham

G. S. Thomas

A. Achenkunj

K. M. John

K. Philip

Varghese Kollakompil

K. J. George

K. V. Abraham
K. M. Surendran
Praveen Thomas
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Year Committee Members Board of Trustees
1994-95 President Pastor V. J. Thomas P. T. Thomas (Chairman)
Secretary G. S. Thomas M. K. Kutty
Treasurer C. J. Samkutty K. M. Surendran
K. M. John K. V. Abraham
K. Philip Praveen Thomas
Varghese Kollakompil
Johnson K. Samuel
V. G. John
. V. V. Varghese
1995-96 President Pastor V. J. Thomas P. T. Thomas (Chairman)
Secretary G. S. Thomas M. K. Kutty
Treasurer C. J. Samkutty K. M. Surendran
Johnson K. Samuel K. V. Abraham
V. G. John Praveen Thomas
V. V. Varghese
K. M. John
K. Philip
O Georgekutty
1996-97 President Pastor V. J. Thomas K. V. Abraham (Chairman)
Secretary Johnson K. Samuel K. M. Mathew
Treasurer V. V. Varghese Abraham George
K. M. John Stanley O. Mathew
O Georgekutty Ebison K. Abraham
Varghese Kollakompil
K. Philip
G. S. Thomas
C. J. Samkutty
1997-98 President Pastor V. J. Thomas K. V. Abraham (Chairman)

Secretary Johnson K. Samuel
Treasurer V. V. Varghese
T. T. Thomas
Varghese Kollakompil
M. K. Kutty
K. Philip
G. S. Thomas
C. J. Samkutty

K. M. Mathew
Abraham George
Stanley O. Mathew
Ebison K. Abraham
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5 yoears

Year Committee Members Board of Trustees
1998-99 President  Pastor P. J. Samkutty P. T. Thomas (Chairman)
Secretary K. Philip O Georgekutty
Treasurer Stanley O. Mathew T. N. Cherian
V. V. Varghese Ebison K. Abraham
Johnson K. Samuel C. J. Samkutty
G. S. Thomas
T. T. Thomas
Varghese Kollakompil
M. K. Kutty
99-2000 President Pastor P. J. Samkutty P. T. Thomas (Chairman)
Secretary V. V. Varghese O Georgekutty
Treasurer Stanley O. Mathew T. N. Cherian
K. Philip Ebison K. Abraham
K. M. Mathew C. J. Samkutty
Varghese Kollakompil
Johnson K. Samuel
G. S. Thomas
M. K. Kutty
2000-01 President Pastor P. J. Samkutty T. T. Thomas (Chairman)
Secretary V. V. Varghese T. N. Cherian
Treasurer A. Achenkunj O Georgekutty
K. Philip Ebison K. Abraham
K. M. Mathew Stanley O. Mathew
Varghese Kollakompil
G. S. Thomas
Johnson K. Samuel
C. J. Samkutty
2001-02 President Pastor P. J. Samkutty T. T. Thomas (Chairman)

Secretary C. J. Samkutty
Treasurer A. Achenkunj
V. V. Varghese
K. Philip
K. V. Abraham
Varghese Kollakompil
M. K. Kutty
Sebastian Joseph

T. N. Cherian

O Georgekutty
Ebison K. Abraham
Stanley O. Mathew
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Pastor P. J. Samkutty
C. J. Samkutty
Ebison K. Abraham
V. V. Varghese

K. Philip

K. V. Abraham

John Mathai

O Georgekutty
Varghese Kollakompil

Pastor John Thomas
V. V. Varghese

Ebison K. Abraham
John Mathai

Varghese Kollakompil
REVAGEoTs -
Stanley O. Mathew
K. M. Varghese

C. J. Samkutty

Pr. John Thomas

V. V. Varghese
Binu Paul

Stanley O. Mathew
K. M. Varghese

C. J. Samkutty
John Mathai

K. V. Abraham
Abraham George
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T. T. Thomas (Chairman)
M. K. Kutty

Abraham George

K. M. Mathew

A. Achenkunj

T. T. Thomas (Chairman)
M. K. Kutty

Abraham George

K. M. Mathew

A. Achenkunj

T. T. Thomas (Chairman)

' Ebison K. Abraham

K. M. Mathew
Varghese Kollakompil
Yohannan Koshy
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Frvome the Pastor ...

“Preacher, tell me about the perfect church in town so that I can
join that church,” said a lady to a Pastor. The Pastor replied; “As far as I
know there is no perfect church in our town. Just in case you find one
please don't join because that church will become imperfect too.”

It may be a fumorous story. But the fact of the matter is that,
although there is no perfect local church; the local congregation has an
important role to play as far as the propagation of the gospelis concerned.
In the New Testament we find some model churches. The church at
Thessalonica was one of them. The apostle Paul was 'obliged’ to thank,
God for them. Indeed he could ‘actually boast about'the Thessalonians ‘in
the churches of God' (2Thes.1:3-4 - JB®)

We, as a church, can copy many of their virtues. First, they had a
sound conversion. This fact was proved by their acceptance of the gospel
'in spite of severe suffering’. There had been considerable opposition in
Thessalonica to the gospel; to those who preached it and also to those who
embraced it. But the persecution fiad not deterred the Thessalonians.
Indeed they 'turned to God from idols to serve the [iving and true God, and
towait for His Son from Heaven 'in spite of the suffering involved.

Secondly, they 'became a model to all the believers ....' When they
received the gospel it hiad a profound impact on them. Their lives were
completely changed and they imitated Christ and His apostles. And so
became a model to others. Their 'faith in God has become Rnown
everywhere' (1Thes.1:6-9). Everybody heard about this new community
which had come into being in Thessalonica.

Thirdly, ‘the Lord’s message rang out from' them. The gospel can be
spread by direct preaching. But there is another way of spreading the
gospel which is still more effective, which is to live the gospel we preach.
The Thessalonians 'iave become a sort of sounding board from which the
word of the Lord has rung out'(1Thes. 1:8 - JBP).

 Maythe Lord felp us, aswe celebrate God's faithfulness tousin this
city for the ast fifty years, to imitate the example that is set by the saints.
And let us pass on the gospelwe received even as our lifeis a witnessto the
same.

Pastor Johin Thomas
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Secretary’s Note

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good
His mercy endureth forever. Psalms 107:1

It gives me immense pleasure to
write few lines on the occasion when our
church completes 50 years of its existence.
I came to Bombay in 1966 and had the
privilege to attend many special meetings
conducted in Elizabeth School, the open
ground near the school and later in the
Mizar hall when pioneer preachers like,
Pastors K. E. Abraham, P. M. Philip, C. K.
Daniel, T. G. Oommen, P. K. Chacko,
I P. Varghese, P. S. Samuel, Kurian
Thomas, M. K. Chacko etc. gave inspiring
messages. I became the member of
IPC Bombay (Chembur) in Feb.1981. I
consider the fellowship with IPC Chembur
a milestone in my life. The church
leadership always strived to see that
anyone coming to its fold grow spiritually
with discipline and maturity. I gratefully
recall the long and blessed association
with Bro. P. Abraham and Bro. Johnson K.
Samuel who were instrumental in shaping
the church's vision and mission. So also
the church was blessed with committed
Pastors like Mathew Samuel, K. V. Kurian,
K. V. Abraham, Thomas V. Koshy, P. Joy,
KeMiVarcheses: Voo Thomas,: Pt .
Samkutty. The present minister Pastor
John Thomas is being mightly used by God
to cement the bond of love among the
believers. All our former pastors are
wonderfully used by God in different parts
of the world,; many of them in the USA.

The church leadership was always
concerned about the unity among all
believers in the city of Mumbai. In the

seventies, combined congregational

meetings like IPC Joint fellowship ,
Bombay Pentecostal Fellowship were
initiated and periodical meetings, tract
distribution and annual convention were
regularly held. Because of these meetings
almost all the pentecostal believers in
Mumbai were knowing each other even
though they belonged to different
denominations. Somehow, more emphasis
is seen now on sectarian denominational
congregation. We pray God would stir up
the people to long for more unity among all
the denominations.

IPC Bombay had a very humble
beginning. Very few members gathered in
the residence of Bro.T.M.Abraham at Tilak
Nagar. God added more and more
believers to the congregation and shifted
the worship services to a class room in
Elizabeth School, Pestom Sagar, Chembur.
With the untiring effort and vision of
Bro.PAbraham and others, the church
could acquire a place of worship of its own
in Ballena Building, Chhedanagar,
Chembur. The church membership grew
steadily. I recall times when people who
attended worship services in Mizar Hall
little late after 10 am had to keep standing
for want of seating spaces. But in the late
seventies and eighties there was a steady
migration of its members to the US, Gulf
countries, and other parts of the city. This
outflow outpaced the inflow to the church.
The grace of God is enabling the present
members to keep its identity and
distinction initiated and maintained by the
earlier members of the church
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Sunday School:

We have a well organised Sunday
School. Bro. Johnson K. Samuel took
pains to mould the Sunday School classes.
He was the principal till he migrated to US
in the year 2000. Bro. V. V. Varghese is the
principal now.

Sunday School classes are regularly
held in Mizar hall on Sunday mornings.
Children are divided into seven classes
according to their age groups. Besides
Annual examination, talent tests are also
being conducted to bring out the best in the
children. Adult Sunday School classes are
also held between 9.30 am to 10.00 a.m.
Worship Service and other meetings:

Worship services are regularly held in
Mizar Hall on all Sundays from 10.00 am
to 12.45 p.m. Cottage meetings are held on
every Wednesday in the residences of
members. Special Bible Study classes are
held at least once in a year at Mizar Hall
when a Bible teacher of good standing is
invited to take these classes. Fasting
prayers are also held every friday morning
in Mizar Hall.

PYPA Meetings:

PYPA meetings are held once in a
month after the worship service. We thank
God for the talented and dedicated youth
members of the church. Bro. Bobby
Varghese is the present PYPA Secretary.
Sister’s Fellowship:

Sisters meet regularly in Mizar hall on
every Friday for fasting and prayer
meetings. They also visit homes to share
the love of God and helping the poor and
needy and praying for the sick. Their
prayers are really blessing for the entire
church activities.

Missionary Activities:

The church sponsors some outstation
work every year by sending monetary
assistance on a regular basis. We also have

extended monetary assistance for building
worship places for various local churches
in Mumbai and other places.

Benevolent Activities:

Whenever we find that any member of
the church is in dire need for making a
living or some particular need, the church
used to provide some help as the fund
permits.

Finances:

The church maintains the accounts of
its finances in the manner as prescribed by
the authorities concerned. The treasurer
is responsible to keep the accounts books.
To ensure transparency in the financial
discipline, an internal auditor is elected
every year. Bro. Binu Paul and Bro.
Johnson Thomas is the present treasurer
and internal auditor respectively.

Other Activities:

The church maintains a library
where a good number of books, cassettes
are on circulation among the members. A
librarian is elected every year who takes
care of the library activities. Sr. Sheba
Stanley is the present librarian and Bro.
Flebin Paul is the Asstt. Librarian. A
church picnic is also arranged once in a
year when all the members stay together
foroneday.

The Lord has enabled us to stand
united as a church for His glory in this
great city of Mumbai for the last 50 years.
We have been, by His Grace providing
Christian fellowship by means of spiritual
nourishment to many who came into the
fold of the church. We dedicate ourselves
once again to stand together as faithful
servants for the master who loved and gave
up his life for us.

V. V. Varghese
Secretary
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Committee & Board of Trustees

J . oy v |
Standing (L-R) Stanley Mathew, Bobby Varghese, K-M.Mathew, Abraham George, Varghese Kollakompil, Binu Paul, Ebison Abraham
Sitting (L-R) K.V.Abraham, John Mathai, K.M. Varghese, T.T. Thomas, Pastor John Thomas, V.V. Varghese,

C.J. Samkutty, Yohannan Koshy.

Steering Committee for Golden Jubilee.

Standing (L-R) : Ebison Abraham, A:Achenkunj, Abraham George, Binu Paul
Sitting (L-R) : T.T. Thomas, V:V.Varghese, Pastor John Thomas, Johnson K. Samuel, C.J.Samkutty.
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Standmg (L-R) Stanley Mathew, Flebin Paul, Bobby Varghese, Binu Paul

-Sitting (L-R) Varghese Kollakompil, V.ViVarghese, Pastor John Thomas, Johnson /K. Samuel, Sebastian P.Joseph

. . PYPA Commtttee -

4 ; (L-R) - Flebin Paul Bobby Varghese A. Achenkunj, Pastor John Thomas,
Binu Paul, Sheba S. Mathew
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Mr. V. A. Thomas & Mrs. Mary Thomas
Mr. Sam Thomas, Mrs. Usha Thomas & children (Joshua, Philip & Isaac)
Mr. Varghese Xavier, Mrs. Sally Xavier & children (Stanley & Esther)
Mr. Saji Thomas, Mrs. Sonia Thomas & children (Stephanie & Suzanne)

My parents, Mr. V .A. Thomas & Mrs. Mary Thomas, had the privilege to be part
of this church since its inception from Sept. 1955 until the year 1 988.

I, Saji Thomas, my brother Sam Thomas and my sister Sally Xavier, grew up in
this church and we are thankful for the spiritual nourishment we received from
this church during our early years. The pastors, elders, members of the church &
especially the Sunday school under the leadership of Mr. Johnson K. Samuel
moulded us as we grew up and we accepted our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as
our personal savior and were baptized in this church.

We send our warm greeting to all of you from Canada as God Almighty enabled
us to settle with our families in this part of the world.




M. A.Philipose, Glory Philips, Abi & Ajin
& their families

Ontario, Canada
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Shariene, Sarah, Sﬁeeb'a Abraham, C.M. Abraham &l Kezia







Our Best Wishes to IPC Bombay
a church that has helped many
build a Christ founded life.

K B. Ninan, Dr. Beena Ninan
Brian & Jeremy
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Thomas Varghese, Jan




George Samuel & Family

George Samuel, Jennifer, James
& Sheeba Samuel
NY, USA
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This picture was taken on August 20, 1970 at Bombay Airport with late Pastor K. V.
Kurian and the brothers of Chembur Church to send me off to the United States.

I often remember the most wonderful Sunday morning services at Chembur Church
(Elizabeth school), the enthusiasm of the brothers for tract distribution later that day, this
was a usual practice under the leadership of the Pastor and the elders of the church (namely
Karamvelil Avarachayan and Worli Babychayan and others).

I was given the privilege of being the Secretary of the church from July 1969 until I left
to come to America. My time at Chembur Church was very memorable and I sincerely pray
that God will continue to use the church to shape the lives of hundreds of men and women
like me.

My family and I would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations and compliments to
the Chembur Church for the first 50 years of your accomplishments.

With Christian Love,

Philip K. Joseph and Family
Lakeland, Florida, USA.




Mr. Mathew Cherian, Jessy,
Joel, Levi & Kezia




Lally Abraham
ﬁqm & ,/viss’q Susan <Abtaham

ﬂz Oammen v4[rza/lam,

(1989-1997)




George

:
§
:

Late

Benny George & Family

Varghese George ¢ Family
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Dennis John, Alex John, Annamma John
C.O. John, Lena Daniel & Jerome Daniel

P, O, Sanuel & V., G. Jolon
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Christian Ministries India
Elshalom , Nalanchira , Trivandrum -695015
Tel: 0471-2532444 Email :georgelshalom@yahoo.com

Rev. George John& Mary George
Children: Sarah, Esther & Abraham

We plant churches both in south India
and North India in apostolic pattern

We train Evangelists Pastors and
laymen to extend the Kingdom of God.

We serve and preach Christ through
charity work and social work.

Pray and work with us for the salvation of
perishing souls in India.

Rev. George John
Founder & President
Christian Ministries India
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George Varghese & Family
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THE CHURCH: GOD!S GREAT PROJECT
~~ Thomson K. Mathew, D.Min., Ed.D. e
Dean, School of T heology and Mzsszons o
=0l Roberts-University - £

Do you know that more than the International Monetary Fund, the great
Olympic Games, and the United Nations, God is concerned about HIS Church? J es’us
gave His life for the Church (Eph. 5:25), not for some bank. He is determined, *.
will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16: 18)
Whatis this great enterprise God is concerned about?

The New Testament word for are called to be followers of Jesus of
Church is ekklesia which means the Nazareth, the Son of the Living God.
assembly of those who are called. The Church must preach the word of God
However, the word does not imply a and administer the ordinances. The
building or a place of assembly. It is Church must facilitate worship of God
about people who are related to each and fellowship of the saints.
other, not by being in one place, but by Members of the church are called

being connected to each other through by God. They are adopted into the
the Head Jesus Christ. The Bible calls family of God. They are a priesthood set
the church by several names, such as, the apart for the purposes of God. They are
bride of Christ, the body of Christ, the to be led by the Holy Spirit. They are to
temple of the Holy Spirit, family, and the be apeople of faith, hope and love.

household of faith. The church has an organizational

The Church is to be a different kind dimension, but it is truly a living
of community, a community of faith, organism. Any healthy living organism
transformed by the power of the Holy will grow and develop. So also the
Spirit and not conforming to this world. church must grow and develop. God's

Jesus' teaching on the Kingdom of God is word and His Spirit sustain the life of the
the pattern for the Church. The Kingdom Church.

of God follows a different order. In the The Church has been saved to

Kingdom the first shall be last and the serve. God uses His apostles, prophets,

last shall be first, giving is the way to evangelists, pastors and teachers for the

receive and dying is the way to live! The equipping of the saints for this work of

Church is to exemplify this new order by service

the grace of God and be a prototype of The Church is called to worship,

life in the community as God envisions it. evangelize, fellowship and show mercy P
Jesus Christ is the founder of the to the needy. The last words of Jesus,

Church. His own words testify to this according to Matthew, reminds us that %

truth: “I will build my church”. Any the mission of the Church is to go into
definition of the Church must conform to ALL the world, peach to ALL nations,
the word of God. Church is a and teach them to obey ALL things
congregation of the faithful who are commanded by Him. Generally
called by God to join His family. They speaking, the Church is to continue the

e
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work of Jesus by engaging in preaching,
teaching and healing. God loves His
Church and gives firm warning to those
who would try to destroy it. He will not
allow the gates of Hell to prevail against
His Church.

The history of the Church teaches
us that the blood of martyrs is the seed of
the Church. It teaches us that relying on
human calculations to expand the Church
is doomed to fail. Whenever the Church
adopted humanistic, territorial, and
political means to spread itself, it failed
miserably. Church history teaches us
that whenever the Church failed to love
people into the Kingdom of God, it
caused great damage to itself. Princes of
state and princes of the “church” could
not repair the damage. Allow the Church
to grow where the wind of God 1is
blowing. Those who plantby the river of
God will reap a great harvest.

The Church of Jesus Christ is a
community of hope. We are “hope
bearers,” and Christ in us is the hope of 1

DOIN

G THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

years

glory. Our hope is not in some date or
event. Our hope is in a person the Lord
Jesus Christ who lived, died, was buried
and rose again. He has ascended to
heaven and is seated at the right hand of
His Father. The hope of the Church is
that He will come again to receive the
Church. While no one knows the day or
the hour of His coming, one thing is
certain “so shall we ever be with the
Lord”. The Church lives in this
eschatological hope and shares that hope
with the world in word and deed.

The Church is a leaven of hope in
this world. Ttis a reminder that God has
a plan for His world and that plan will be
accomplished. The Church is a herald,
inviting people into the Kingdom of God
and announcing the coming of the King.
The Church by its very nature is a sign to
the entire world that God is in our midst
and that He is at work.

Congratulations to Chembur IPC
for faithfully representing God's Church
locally for FIFTY years!

Dear Friend: @ :
e QI church membership’ WY w 1400°
Nonresident membership 75
Balance left to do thework . ! & i 1325
Elderly folks who have done their share in the past 825
{  Balance left to dothe work - ji 1 1300
| & Sick and shut in folks 25
b s . Balance left to do the work 1275
* .+ " Memberswho did not pledge - s 7 w3508
Balance left to do the work = R e il g 0250
v ] Christmas and Easter members foritlsed 300
; ‘Balance left to do the work 4 AT L 625
j-! Members who are too tired and overworked 300
3 Balance left to do the work : 325
Alibiersiiigr = i p : y . 200
~ Balance left to'do thehworked 2 F A%, 4 25 ESp T R OOREE ¢ S A0 T

Members who are 00 busy somewhere else 123

: ! Balance left to do thework . | g & i P L 2L IR

Just you and me - and brother you'd better get busy, for it's so'much for me !
< ‘ 4 ‘ s Progress
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C J. Samkutty

Chairman, Steering Committee for Golden Jubilee.

The vision isnot an ecstasy or a dream, buta
perfect understanding of what God wants, it is the
Divine line making manifest the calling of God.
Oswald Chambers

_......,,.M,.M__N,
oA T T




Sam Koshy & Family, Dallas, TX, USA
Internal Auditor, PYPA Treasurer
Editor & Publisher of ‘TALENT" (1980-85)




Noel, Shirley Abraham, Nancy & George Abraham
NY, USA

VOuth, CBest

RAJU & CIBI PONNOLIL
ORLANDO, FLORIDA

www.ponnolil.com
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Steven, Grace Mathew, Sheryl, James Mathew &7 Sharon
Houston, USA

John Varghese, Annamma Varghése, Shane & Shannon
Houston, USA




Mathew thlzp, Shzrley & Famzly
Chicago, USA

Jijs, Rjz T/ i, @z]u, joy Tﬁomas
Rosamma JoYy
USA




Benjamin John & Family
Chicago, USA

Rudus
Mariamma Samuel,
%/LOJ”I/L&L/S/ Sam/wa@
Gloria
Houston, USA
&
\ﬁi\
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“Chicago Group”
Pastor Thomas Koshy & Family, Mrs. E.S. Thomas,
Sudha & Family, Mathew Philip & Family, Biji John & Family.
Pramod Thomas & Family, Alexander & Family.

with Mrs. E.S. Thomas
Chicago, USA




Saji Thattayil & Family
NY, USA

Abraham John & Elizabeth (1970-76)

Children : Stanley, Shirley & Sisley
NY, USA
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Sam Ponnolil & Mercy
Children : Sterlin, Sheena & Serena

Puthuvelil Johnson & Family
Dallas, TX, USA

——




1 am very delighted to know that L.P.C. Chembur, Bombay is celebrating the Golden Jubilee on February 6, 2005.
I extend my hearty congratulations and best wishes. I am glad that I had the privilege of being a part of the church
from January 1964 to August 1969. May the good Lord richly bless you and use you for the extension of His Kingdom.

George V. Abraham & Family, New York

Standing - Susan, Samson, Stephen & Sharon
Sitting - Sosamma & A.V.Samuel

Pastor A.V.Samuel, Sharjah Pentecostal Assembly,
Al Khabeer Metallic Const. Ind. L.L.C., Al Khabeer Steel Works L.L.C.
P.O. Box 6497, Sharjah, U.A.E.
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Mr. M. Thomas & Family

Marriage on 21st November 1968
Solemnized by Late Pastor M.V.Chacko
in the presence of Late Pastor K.V. Kurien

Mrs. Mary Thomas was the member of
LP.C. Chembur from 1964 to 1968 Nov.

On completion of Fifty years of LP.C.
Chembur we pray that this church may
be a blessing to the centre believers of
this city.

M. Thomas

NL-6/3/11, Bridge View Apt.
Sector 2, Nerul

M. Thomas & Mrs. Mary Thomas Navi Mumbai - 400 706.

Tel.: 27727070

Georgekutly
X
Family
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M.K.John & Family
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P.S. Johnson & Family Mathew John & Family




Wiathew Ponnolil
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I was a member in Chembur church
from 1973 to 1979.

Very happy to hear about Golden
Jubilee. The Jubilee year reminds
one of God's interests in liberty.
So, it should stand as a witness to
God's desire for justice on earth.

With love and prayer
"God's will must be perfect justice, perfect goodness,
and petfect righteousness.”

C V Kuruvilla L Family

Houston

oA

Dr. Thomas Idiculla Rev. Yobwnaﬂ Mamﬂ 8.0 Rov. Ethiel Sacha B.A.B.D Rev. Bethel Johnson, ME.  Rav. B.l. Samuel B.5c, B.D, {(M.Th} Rev. Titus Mathew P.T. Joseph B.A,(Hons)
(M. Th) Vice President Director Principal BS., (D. Min) LLB.,BDDean

GUJARAT CHRISTIAN ASHRAM

(A Ministry of Carmel Ashram Regd. Ahmedabad) ]
Maninagar East, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India ";","(mm;
Evangelical, Interdenominational, Charismatic & Bible Centered Institution
Courses Offered : B. Th., D. Th., C. Th., & M. Div. External

Saji Mathew B Th, M.Djv
Warden

Rev. Babubhai $. Missionary
B.A, 8.Th (MDiv) Faculty

Rev. Hamiiton Gohil B.A,
B.Th (M.Div) Facuity

=
igﬁ

Rev. James Mathaw M.Sc, MBA
Faculty

o

Suresh Cheiste B.Com, B.0.
{D.Min) Visiting Faculty

: e adating Cl:ass along with the alt' ad guests
Partnership Invited

GCA governing body invites Churches, Partnership agencies -

and individuals to sponsor the students and the Graduates. 4

a Vaghsla, BA,
Principal, 8, Jaitun Park, Bhaipura, Maninagar East, Ahmedabad-380 008, Gujarat. O eting aculy
Tel. :9327-089-553, 9426-326-950, 9327-0166-674, E-mail : gcashram@sify.com

s, Joncy Samuel MA (MDiv)
Faculty

E1 Cheistie BA, BCS.
Faculty







Mr. & Mrs. Laji Rajan
Chicago, USA




g "o

P ‘%%:

S

Sophia, Janet & Ginni Philip
I was associated with this church from 1992 to 1996.

Sam T. Samuel, Elsie, Cheryl & Chris (1981-1983)
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~ HOLINESS:
WORK IN PROGRESS

P. Abraham

King David prayed, “Create in
me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me”
(Psa.51:10). In Psalm 24 he says,
“Only He who has clean hands and a
pure heart will ascend the hills of the
Lord and stand in His holy place”
(24:3-4).

Dag Hammarskjold, who was
Secretary General of the United
Nations, prayed: “Give me a pure
heartthat I may see Thee, a humble
heartthat I may hear Thee, a heart of
lovethat I may serve Thee, a heart of
faiththat I may abide in Thee.”

Leonard Ravenhill, the outdoor
British evangelist, put it best when
he said, “The greatest miracle that
God can do today is to take an
unholy man out of an unholy world,
and make that man holy and put him
back into that unholy world and
keep him holyinit.”

How can we remain holy in a
world which is given to so much that
isunclean?

The essence of true holiness is
conformity to the nature and will of
God. “Holy is the way God is. To be
holy, He does not conform to a
standard. He is that standard. He is
absolutely holy with an infinite,
incomprehensible fullness of purity
that is incapable of being other than
what it is. Because He is holy, all His
attributes are holy; that is, whatever
we think of as belonging to God must
be thought of as holy.”

A pure life arises from a pure
relationship with God. Our first
priority should be to establish that
relationship. Once God is on the
throne, purity will become second
nature. “A holy life will produce the
deepest impression. Lighthouses
blow no horns; they only shine,” said
D. L. Moody.

Erwin W. Lutzer, senior pastor at
The Moody Church, has a more
practical view of holiness, seeing it
more as work in progress: “Although
wiessgbieiciotmie i E hinlitsitiiga nes
instantaneously by faith in Christ,
knowing God and developing faith is
a gradual process. There are no
shortcuts to maturity. It takes time
to be holy. ... Being a Christian is
more than just an instantaneous
conversion it is a daily process
whereby you grow to be more and
more like Christ.” In this view, Christ
is an ideal that we can approach, but
not achieve.

Most Christians, though, fall far
short and would rather not have the
Lord inquire too closely into their
personal affairs. They want Him to
save them, bless them abundantly
preferably more than their fellow-
believers and neighbours and
finally take them to heaven, but not
to get too intrusive in the process.

David prayed: “O LORD, You
have searched me and You know me.
You know when I rise; You perceive
my thoughts from afar. You discern
my going out and my lying down; You
are familiar with all my ways. Before
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a word is on my tongue, You know it
completely, O LORD. You hem me in
behind and before; You have laid
Your hand on me. Such knowledge is
too wonderful for me, too lofty for me
to attain” (Psa. 139: 1-6).2 K€
continued: “Search me, O God, and
know my heart; test me and know
my anxious thoughts. See if there is
any offensive way in me, and lead me
in the way everlasting” (Psa. 1:39:23=

24).

Far from being anxious to g0
where God is not, the psalmist
delights in God (v.17), happily
recognises the permanence of divine
companionship (v.18) and even
invites God's scrutiny (vv. 23,24).
This is the song, not of one who
intends to escape from God, but of

one who finds joy at the feet of God's "

omniscience (God's complete
knowledge of me). He is convinced by
experience that God knows
everything about him. He realises
that God's perfect knowledge goes
behind his individual acts to his
motives and purposes. He also
knows that God's infinite wisdom is
beyond human understanding.

The psalmist recognised that
nothing in him was beyond God's
penetrating gaze. His all-inclusive,
incisive, painstaking search
overwhelmed and baffled the
psalmist. There is no escape from
God, though guilt, shame, fear and
dread drive us to invent extreme
measures of evasion. God's
searching power pierces every aspect
of our being and His presence
illuminates every murky crevice of
our soul. The psalmist realised this
and humbly sought God's help so
that his wicked ways might be
exposed and expunged. His desire

was to reach for higher levels of
spiritual experience. He wanted to be
led in the way everlasting.

The Holy Spirit searches our
hearts and keeps the purity in our
lives. If we have clean hands and a
pure heart before the Lord, it is
because of the Spirit of God, not
because we are more brilliant or
spiritual. When our relationship
with God is what it should be, the
Holy Spirit helps us stay pure.

Holiness is the very foundation
of God's being. His majestic presence
calls for worship and reverence. It
also makes for awe and trembling.
His holiness is manifest in total
righteousness and purity. His eyes
are too pure to approve evil (Hab. 1:
13). How can a God who is
unchangeable in holiness tolerate
evil?

Holiness in relation to the people
of God conveys both the negative
sense of separation and the positive
of consecration. The mark of
holiness is the highest expression of
the covenant relationship between a
holy God and His people. God's
people are called to holiness. “You
shall be holy, for I am holy” (1 Pet.
1:16). Holiness belongs to all
believers. It is an internal reality for
all who belong to Christ. Since God is
wholly holy, His concern is that His
people should also be completely
holy. Our lives should not be
moulded by the often conflicting
desires of our previous
unenlightened state. Unbridled
passions are the product of spiritual
ignorance, whereas God's pattern of
behaviour for His people is based on
His revealed character.

Holiness is wrought by the Holy




Spirit, not because we have suffered,
but because we have surrendered.
Holiness has love as its essence,
humility for its clothing, the good of
others as its enjoyment and the
honour of God as its end.

“Holiness is not exemption from
conflict, but victory through conflict.
It is not freedom from temptation,
but power to overcome temptation.
Holiness is not inability to sin, but
ability not to sin. It is not the end of
progress, but deliverance from
standing still.”

“The destined end of man is not
happiness, but holiness. God's one
aim is the production of saints. He is
not an eternal blessing machine for
men; He did not come to save men
out of pity; He came to save men
because He had created them to be
holy.”

“The holiest person is one who is
most conscious of what sin is. The
serene, silent beauty of a holy man is
the most powerful influence in the
world, next to the might of the Spirit
of God,” said philosopher Blaise
Pascal.

The values of the world have
degenerated to the point where evil
ways and scandalous morals are
now defined as the “mainstream.”

TN
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The moral philosophy of our
generation is such that people who
flaunt their evil are celebrated in the
pages of our newspapers. The
church, instead of taking the moral
high ground, has got so intertwined
with the world that it is hard to tell
one from the other. God and
mammon have suffused into one
grey continuum. Even those who
claim to be believers have adapted to
the ways of the world, rather than
the other way around. We should
never lose sight of the fact that God
never tolerates sin. He cannot put up
with evil.

We should, above all, be the
children of God, not just tuck
ourselves as Pentecostals or
Protestants. As God's children and
God's chosen people we are the
children of light, who have been
brought into the full light of Christ.
As followers of wisdom, our practices
should hold a mirror to the immoral
and materialistic society around us.
Christian influence should have a
reproving impact on the evil
practices conducted in the
darkness.

“The average Christian these
days is a harmless enough thing. He
is a child wearing with considerable
self-consciousness the harness of
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the warrior; he is a sick eaglet that
can never mount up with wings; he is
a spent pilgrim who has given up the
journey and sits with a waxy smile
trying to get what pleasure he can
from sniffing the wilted flowers he
has plucked by the way.”

As Christians, we must be
disgusted with sin. Sin must make
us sick. God was sick with the
Church in Laodicea because it was
lukewarm. The world is not
disgusted with anything immorality
on television, corruption among the
bureaucracy and criminalisation of
religion and politics. The world is not
even turned off by violence. To
maintain clean hands and a pure
heart, we must be disgusted with
sin. You cannot tolerate sin, if you
are disgusted with it.

It is true that the apostle Paul
wrote: 'If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves.' But this is no
justification for our low standard of
morality. While sinless perfection is
not possible while on earth,
complacency towards sin is not
acceptable.

“We will all stand before God's
Judgement Seat” (Rom. 14:10). In
order to be ready for giving account
of ourselves before the Judgement
Seat of Christ, we have to be clean
now. We need to ask for forgiveness
from God on a daily basis. God will
forgive us, if we confess our sins.
God will not cover what we are not
willing to uncover before Him. Let us
be honest with God and ask Him for
forgiveness. Unless we keep short
accounts with God, we will have a
long account to settle at the
Judgement Seat of Christ.

“In your anger do not sin. Do not
let the sun go down while you are

still angry, and do not give the devil a
foothold” (Eph. 4:26). Here, Apostle
Paul emphasises the need for taking
care each day. Christian indignation
must be kept firmly under check.
Even provocation caused by a
miscarriage of justice, let alone
personal pique and outbursts of
emotional temper, must not be
allowed to simmer. “There is more
hope for a self-confessed sinner than
for a self-conceited saint.” Shun sin,
but not the sinner.

In some Christian traditions,

holiness is pursued by fleeing the

world (forsaking secular
occupations, marriage, worldly
goods) and hence is limited to a few.
They try to achieve holiness through
prayer vigils, fasting and self-
mortification.

“A holy life is not an ascetic,
gloomy or solitary life, but a life
regulated by divine truth and being
faithful in Christian duty. It is living
above the world, while we are still in
S

One of the secrets for living an
undefiled Christian life is provided
by apostle Paul: “Therefore I urge
you, brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
Godthis is your spiritual act of
worship. Do not conform any longer
to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God's will isHis
good, pleasing and perfect will' (Rom.
12:1-2). The righteousness of God
accepted by the believer is an inward
experience, which must have an
outward expression.

God will dry-clean you if you
genuinely want Him to. It does not
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matter how dirty your life has been.
There is no sin, no habit that is so
filthy that the blood of Jesus cannot
clean. “The blood of Jesus, His Son
purifies us from all sin” (Jn.1:7).

As you focus on making God the
top priority in your life, His Spirit will
develop attitudes in you that will
help you maintain clean hands and a
pure heart.

“You are not your own; you were
bought at a price. Therefore honour
God with your body” (1 Cor. 6:19-
20).

Many people wreck their health
through deleterious habits. They do
things without thinking, just for the
thrill. We are forbidden to do such
things, because our bodies do not
belong to us; they belong to Christ.

The Christian view of the body as
sacred and as the servant of the soul
is unique among the religions of the
world. The yielding of the life in holy
living is well-pleasing to God. This
living sacrifice also includes the
mind, which must first be renewed
before it can be offered.

Today we enjoy more leisure
than any previous generation,
thanks to technoloigical
advancement. Often, we have to 'kill'
time. Let us learn to use our time,
fruitfully. Remember, we are
accountable to God for the time He
has given us.
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Just remember whose you are.
After we are born again, we live in
this world only to bring honour and
praise to His name. “Always giving
thanks to God the Father for
everything, in the name of our Lord

~ Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20). “Whatever

you do, whether in word or deed, do
it all in the name of Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father
through Him” (Col. 3:17).

Worldliness does not mix with
Christianity. If you are living for
Christ, do not expect to win
popularity polls. Cardinal Newman
once remarked: “The holier a man is,
the less he is understood ‘by men of
the world.” The Bible says that men
are to see your good works and
glorify the Father. Nothing is said
about glorifying ourselves.
Christians do not work in order to go
to heaven; they work because they
are going to heaven. The things we
choose to do should be because of
our love for Jesus, and not because
of fear. “Christ's love compels us” (2
Cor. 5:14). “The true Christian ideal
is not to be happy, but to be holy.”
“There is no detour to holiness.
Jesus came to the resurrection
through the cross, not around it,”
said Leighton Ford, the author of
Transforming Leadership.

If you live for the Lord, one day
you will hear, “Well done, you good
and faithful servant.” That's our final
destination.
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Where do we stand now?
- “Rev. Dr.K C Chacko IPC Houston =

T

The news spread far and wide
that Los Angeles was being visited with a
rushing mighty wind from Heaven. The
how and why of it is to be found in the
very opposite of those conditions that are
usually thought necessary for a big
revival. No instruments of music are
used. None are needed. No choir. Bands
of angels have been heard by some in the
Spirit and there is heavenly singing that
is inspired by the Holy Ghost. However,
“No Church organization is back of it.”

An eye witness of the Pentecostal
experience, Stanley F. Frodsham wrote

in his book, “With signs Following”
about the 1906 Azusa Street's outpouring
of the Holy Spirit.

The Azusa revival was not the
first outpouring of the Holy Spirit in this
century. A group of Bible students had
already received the fire of the Holy

Spirit on the first day of 1901, while in

prayer in their Bible School in Topeka,
Kansas. The Pentecostal fire spread into
Missouri and Texas. W. J. Seymour took
this message from Houston to Los
Angeles. God answered prayers as He
moved in power by His Spirit with signs
and wonders following the preaching of
the Word of God. The revival fires spread
like wildfire across North America. Its
flames burst fourth into countries around
the world. The Pentecostal experience
was soon a worldwide movement of faith
and power.

Western missionaries brought the
Pentecostal message to Kerala. The

revival fires spread across different parts
of Kerala. God's hands were upon the
Pentecostal preachers, and people were
converted by confessing their sins. Lives
were fully transformed as saved ones
walked with God in daily victory with the
spirit of evangelist. God healed the sick
and evil spirits were cast out. Churches
were established and Pentecostals
became a new group separated from the
world for God. They were rejected by
their own family m embers, by their old
church, and ever by some places in
society, but they grew in the power of
God. Pentecostals prevailed in the midst
of trials, persecutions and poverty. The
influence of the Pentecostal spirit
touched all corners of Kerela.

Now we have become a strong
voice in society. We have money,
educated leaders, beautiful church
buildings, choirs accompanied by all
kinds of modern instruments, and the
appearance, at least, of wealth and
comfort. We spend thousands of dollars
and conduct conventions and
conferences. We interpret all material
things as God's blessings and are
overjoyed in our material prosperity and
accomplishments. Yes, we have come a
long way from our tiny beginnings to this
splendorous glory.

Now we have everything. We
have programs. We organize our
meetings perfectly and have famous
preachers. But where is the Pentecostal
fire? Where is conversion with a




confession of sins? Where are believers
with strong biblical convictions? Where
is servant-leadership? Where is our old
piety and purity? Where is our holiness,
prayerful life and separation from the
world?

Our churches grew as people
were attracted to the theology, freedom of
worship, simple life-style, holiness, and
freedom attributed to the Holy Spirit. We
believed everything in the Bible to be
literal and applicable to our lives at
present. We had risk-taking courage for
evangelism.

Today, we substitute excitement
for anointing, and holiness, with our
cultural beliefs and mere traditions,
convenience, and influence, for the
leading of the Holy Spirit. Many
misunderstood the purpose of our
calling. It was neither for success nor
happiness, but for holiness, faithfulness,
and love. Our goal must not be to achieve
only great things in this world or to be
somebody special, but to gain the
knowledge of God and worship Him in
truth and spirit. Moreover, that purpose
is not restricted to this life, but spills over
into eternity beyond the grave.

We Keralite Pentecostals have
drifted so far away from our original
faith and goal. We were clearly against
certain forms of entertainment and
behavior: movies, costly dress and
fashions, ornaments, braiding of hair,
short hair for woman, mini skirts,
makeup, fights and using one another,
dating, divorces, abortions, remarriage
after divorce, and the involvement of
secular politics were all seen as 'worldly'
and unacceptable for a believer. Today,
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we have diluted our views of worldliness
to accommodate new developments due
to material prosperity. Our definition of
worldliness' has changed because we
are becoming so much like the world.

This is happening largely
because the Pentecostal fire is becoming
powerless; no Pentecostal flame is
spreading like wildfire across the world.
According to David Barrett, in a 1988
update, Pentecostals and Charismatics
totaled 332 million worldwide. They are
the second biggest Christian group after
Roman Catholics. They are increasing at
the rate of 19 million per year. By 2000
A.D.. Barrett predicts that they were will
grow to 562 million. However, they big
question for us Keralites remains, “How
many of those are Malayalee
Pentecostals?” Don't we need to be a
part of it? Of course if we change our
attitudes, God can surely use us again. If
we turn back to God with repentance and
dedicate ourselves to pay the price that
our pioneer fathers paid for Pentecostal
growth, more souls could be saved. In
order to effectively accomplish this task,
four steps should be taken.

1. Yieldto God's Will

We must minimize OUr OWwn
ambitions andyield our will to God's
will. In fact, we must crucify our own
abilities and talents and let God
raise them up in the newness of life
so that they no longer belong to us,
but are His to be used for His plan,
purpose, and glory. We must submit
ourselves to the Holy Spirit so that it
may lead us in our personal lives,
ministries, and ambitions in His
holiness.
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2. Become Involved in Servant-
Leadership
We need Christ-like leaders who are
filled with the Spirit, and are fully
transformed, walking with God in
daily victory. They must be people
whose actions are consistent with
their words, do not seek to be seen,
who love not to be honored or
ministered unto, but would rather lift
up Christ and minister people in
integrity, humility, and love.

3. Maintain a Consistent Prayer Life

A consistent prayer life is the
backbone of any believer. We must
come humbly in repentance and
confession before God, claiming and
being cleansed through the blood of
Jesus Christ. Prayer makes truth
perceptible; prayer makes sin
impossible; prayer makes self
manageable; and prayer makes
power available for a vibrant
Christian life. A prayer life does not
come automatically, but we must try
to begin having a spirit of prayer in
order to be a good disciple.

4. Gowith God
Christians are often referred to as

.’- . - .‘ ."
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Abraham Lincoln once sald “lf | tned to read much less answer all the ]
cntlms‘,ms made of me, and all the attacks leveled agalnst me, this office wourd
“'have to'be olosed‘for aﬂ other busmess‘ I do the: best I know-how, the very. best |
can. And | mean to keep.on doing’ this, down to the,very end. Ifthe end: brings me
been right would make no difference. Ifthe .
end b‘rmgs me out ail néht then What is sézd agamét me now wnll not‘r amount fo A

outallwrong, ten angels swearing | had

'anythmg

‘ l DO THE BEST I KNOW HOW

disciples because the disciples in the
Bible were known to behave like
Christ. They walked like Christ,
talked like Christ, and followed all
his commands. We are not supposed
to walk ahead of Christ, but go with
Him and follow Him. We must do
what He says, go where He leads,
and speak what He speaks, and
resemble Him fully. We should also
wait upon the Lord and ensure that
our actions are in accordance with
His words. Thus, people will then be
able to see our good deeds and true
reflection of Christ, and come to the
Lord glorifying his name.

Even though we have drifted away from
the goal, God has not cast us away. God
has yet to do his greatest word through
the person who realizes his faults and
shortcomings, and returns to his first
love. Let us wake up from our slumber,
rise from the death, strengthen our
bodies, and keep our steps from
wavering. Then the disabled limb will not
be put out of joint, but regain its formers
powers, and Christ will shines upon us
again. (Eph. 5:14; Heb. 12:12-13)
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G. Daniel & Family
(1962 - 1977)

Susan, Pravin Thomas P.P. Johnson, Shajan Johnson
Hannah & Joash Shibu Johnson

P.P. Samuel and Family
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Eason Mathew

3

K. Philip & fami

K.M.Mathew & Thankamma
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T.C. Oonnoonni & family

V.J. Mathew & family




SEIN
5 years

P.T.Thomas & family Biju & Sherly
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Mr. Ashwin & Jayashree Ashwin
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Mr. Sasi, Nissy & Geeta Sasi

Standing : Jinu, Jijan, Jith
Sitting : Mr. C.G.Abraham & Leelamma

Thomas Abraham & family

Binu

P.T. Mammachen
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SWEET MEMORIES

My{ﬁrstc{ay e
at 1.PC. Mzzarﬂ{a[[ :

@s’%
5 years

" 1 can never forget my first day at
1PC Mizar Hall. My husband was the
member of this church. When we got
married at Jabalpur, he would talk about
the members of this church. He would
speak in such great detail about each
member that 1 felt that 1 had Known most
of them before meeting them.

18th Feb. 1996 was a Sunday. 1

was very excited about meeting each one -

of the members. Pastor V.J. Thomas
welcomed me to the church with such
great warmth that 1 felt drawn very
close to the church.

People were pouring in for the
Sunday service. Each one was very
delighted to meet me, the new ember.
They came and introduced themselves to
me. 1 couldn’t recollect all the names.
Then the worship service started.

After the worship service was
over, the Pastor’s wife had arranged an
elaborate luch for all the youngsters who
came from far off places. Here we got to
Know each other more intimately.
Everybody was very Kind and loving.

While the funch was going on, jokes and

riddles were told. These lighter moments

still continue to this day.

The whole parsonage was left
open for us. We could take a nap
wherever we found some place. In the
evening some youngsters left for the
Sunday School ministry in the slums of
Ramabai Colony in GhatKopar. Since my
husband was involved in starting it, 1 too
got involved in this ministry from the
next Sunday.

In the evening, we had organised
our marriage reception for the members of
the church and for friends in Mumbai.
Since we had arrived on Saturday, 17th
Feb. 96, my husband could not make
much arrangements for the party. The
youngsters took charge of the event so
well that it became a day to remember in
our life.

The first day was really an
unforgettable experience.  Without
realizing 1 had become a member of a big
family. We got lots of invitations for
dinner as newly wedded couple from
various church members. While going
back, 1 told my husband “East or West,
1PC Mizaris the best.’

Mrs. Sheba S. Mathew
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Pastor Jolan

Fanmilyy

Pastor John Thomas & Phebe John
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Abraham George, Laly Abraham
Levis Abraham, Lindsay Abraham

Member since 1995

Address:
Lake Heights Co-op. Hsg. Soc. Ltd.
MHADA Deluxe Bldg. No.5, Flat No. 1104,
11th Floor, Adisankaracharya Marg, Ram Baug Q.
Opp. Powai Lake, Mumbai - 400 076.

Tel.: 56287332 Mobile : 9821436005 “

i 3 7 L~ ) L G e ey A = sy g

§ o p R N AN 7 Bl B s RS 1T - A (A R R ST

AT N :"‘,-’f/ 32 ,7’/(‘_' % (‘fr__:.. A i,
e . PR rie Y LR, L A




Fanmnily

-\ e
s
‘\“"

e T O,

R I Y, AR

L
:"‘“\.







—

,f”fw N\

&\ S
; \w T

Mr. Ebison K, Abraham, Anita ~J/
Nixon er Anson |

- 35 P s £ - gy . - ¥
e ;“" \I N o~ é (t ',.‘“ »v,".*,‘,;’{.\'ﬁ Y et "\] LN
W Y f L T R N A el DS

R o R AP ren 3 i ,("'. M) e SRS o AT




(L. R) Reena Geonge, Mrs. Mooy Som
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Greetings to you all in the precious name of our beloved savior Jesus Christ

I completed my training from Lonavala,Pune and came to Mumbai on April 1966, and
by the grace of God my first posting was in the renowned ship LN.S Vikrant. Mumbai was a
totally new city for me with no friends or relatives. However I came to know about this prayer
meeting through V.G John and it was a blessing and a privilege to come to this church and
enjoy the fellowship of brothers there and the then pastor Mathew Samuel.

The God Almighty, continually in all my ways had blessed me in all my works and I
was able to bear his witness in a whole bunch of countries.

On January 18, 1978, I got married to O.S. Aleyamma daughter of Kunjumon Samuel
who was staying with her aunt Mariamma George residing in Kiran, Chedhanagar who was
also amember of'this church, now settled in Florida, USA.

God's grace was with us and He prepared a way for us in Saudi Arabia where we spent
around 14 years and we came back to Mumbai and once again to the fellowship of the brothers
inI.P.C MizarHall.

We have two sons. The elder one Stanley Mathai has done his Graduation in B.E and
the younger one James Mathai is in his final year Engineering.

In the last 9 years we have been here as a family. It is indeed a privilege to be a member
ofthis church and enjoy the love of its members and I thank my Lord for all His blessings. May
our Lord bless us as a church continually and may His mercies be with us, Amen
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Steffy Mathew
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M. PIMPhillp & Family

sitting - Pr. P.M. Philip, Rita
Standing - Roji, Justin & Johnson Philip
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C.J.Samkutty, Nissi
Grace & Joyce Samkutty
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" The house of God, which is the Church of living God, the pillar and ground of the truth® 1 Thimo. 3:15

THE INDIAN PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD

RATNAGIRI - 415 612 (M.H. R)

PRESIDENT

Pastor. M. J. Sabu
H. No. 1209, mai house
Vinamra Nagar,
Nachna P. O.
Ratnagiri - 415 612

ECRETARY

Br. David M. Gearge
Shrama Safalya
House,Narmada Colony,
Sai Nagar, Pomandi,
Ratnagiri

TREASURER

Br. C. T. Mathew
Gharkul Housing Society
Udyam Nagar, P.O.
M.LD.C., Ratnagiri - 415 612
Phone : (02352) 26068

MEMBER
Br. C. Joseph

Br. Sunil Thomas

Br. Midhun Mathew

Pastor M. J. Sabu

The Indian Pentecostal Church of God
H. No. 1209, Mai House,

Vinamra Nagar, Nachana P. O.
Ratnagiri - 415 612.

Ph No. 02352-229303
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* The house of God, which is the Church of living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” 1 Thimo. 3:15

THE INDIAN PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD

RATNAGIRI - 415 612 (M.H. R)

PRESIDENT

| Pastor. M. J. Sabu
H. No. 1209, mai house
Vinamra Nagar,
Nachna P. O.
Ratnagiri - 415 612

ECRETARY

Br. David M. Gearge
Shrama Safalya
‘| House,Narmada Colony,
Sai Nagar, Pomandi,
Ratnagiri

TREASURER

: Br. C. T. Mathew

| Gharkul Housing Society
3 Udyam Nagar, P.O.

~ | MLD.C,, Ratnagiri - 415 612
| Phone : (02352) 26068

MEMBERS
Br. C. Joseph

Br. Sunil Thomas

Br. Midhun Mathew

Pastor M. J. Sabu

The Indian Pentecostal Church of God
H. No. 1209, Mai House,

Vinamra Nagar, Nachana P. O.
Ratnagiri - 415 612.

Ph No. 02352-229303
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Pastor C. T. Jacob, Zonal Co-ordinator, Sharon Fellowship Church Maharashtra.

BETHEL GOSPEL MISSION

Reg. No. E 2444 Thane
Room No. 303, Ramabai Ambedkar Nagar, Opp. Gurunanak English High School, Ghatkopar (E), Mumbai - 400 075.
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THE INDIAN PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD (Regd.)

[Regd. in 1935 at Elur, A.P., under Society Act XXI of 1860 Regn. No. 9 (1935-30)
GREATER MUMBAI DISTRICT (W.R.)

‘Clof»yloaod'

Office :

Room No. 4, Plot No. 10-12,
Road No. 12, Sector-l,

New Panvel, M.S. - 410 206
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Pastor Kurian Cheriyan
District Secretary

7 T : T PR PRSP S v s P ER
: R M Db e SRR A : R

SWEET MEMORIES

It was one of the great privileges in my life to be a member of IPC
Bombay during the period from July 1977 to August 1986. Though I
was born and bought up by a Pentecostal family, the spiritual oneness,
love, unity, and care among each other of the Church members
inspired me to become a heir in the Kingdom of God, by witnessing
my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in water baptism under the hands of
Pastor K .V. Abraham on 17.07.1977. The encouragement that I
received from the church enabled me to actively function as a
committee member, Board of Trustee member, P.Y.P.A. Secretary and even as the
secretary of regional P.Y.P.A of Bombay. I got precious opportunities to interact with
respected elders like Bro. T. M. Abraham, P. Abraham, Johnson K, Samuel.

The selfless encouragement and experience I received from the church helped me
to start a small prayer cell at my residence in Virar, an outer suburb of Bombay in August
1990.

v A. George Mathew
A/205, Kusum Vihar, Green Park Co-op. Hey. Ltd.,Nr. Hotel Banjara, Virar (West),
Mumbai 401 303. Tel No. 95250 250 8081 (Res), 2642 3841/42 (Off)




928
TN

5 yoears

Greetings in the matchless name of Christ Jesus ! Praise the Lord !

1 am Bhaskar Acharya, born and brought up in a catholic family in
Ahmedabad. We with entire family of five brothers and parents accepted
Christ as our personal savior in May 1991. We were members of Filedalfia
Tollowship Church of India, Ahmedabad. I got a good job in Mumbai, so shifted
‘to Mumbai with my wife and daughter in Sep '03. Since then we are members
of IPC Chembur. Our experience with this congregation is really very spiritual and
enlightening, and the messages of the pastor(s) and the PYPA are of great help to keep us
boosted in God: It took 3-4 months for me to know everybody one-to-one, but all the members of
the church know me personally from the day one. I belong to a Tamil family, so not very
conversant with Malayalam, for that reason some time I do get a feeling of odd man out, but we
always have translation of messages, which helps me, and as well being in Mumbai all

members know Hindi and English well for personal communication.

Members of this congregation have been a great help to me at times of crisis. I
remember very well when Christina, my wife was severely suffering from malaria and needed
a hospital treatment, as I was new to this place not knowing the infrastructural availabilities ab
my vicinity, I called upon Pastor John Thomas for help and within no time he with senior
members of church visited us and helped me to take her to hospital at night 1 AM. Not only this,
Church has been always helpful at the times of trials, whenever my daughter was not well
entire church together interceded for her. Especially the cottage meetings have been a real
instrument of unity, apart from Sunday worships also meet at different member's residence
giving us feeling of community in wilderness.

Last but not the least, I also thank God for bringing me to this church and its Sunday
school. As we grow in Christ, as & parent it is our constant effort to keep our children in Him.

The Sunday school is a one and the most powerful tool for that. Structured and spiritual Sunday
school is a foundation for a good Church, Christian life, Society and Education in true sense.

I am happy to be the part of this church and this congregation, and wish to prosper in

Hello Readers,

Him.
Thanks
Bhaskar Acharya
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Topsy James, Joselin Jijo, Jijo & James Varghese
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. Brian, Elsy Monsy, Monsy Mathew
, PV. Mathai (Late), Annie Sunny,

, Saramma Mathai

L-R) Ruby Bensy, Bensy Mathew.

First Row - (
Second Row - (L-R) Nissy Bensy, Benson
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Y. Thomas Zachariah & Family

Sitting - Thomas Zachariah & Aleyamma Thomas
Standing - Vinesh & Finny Thomas
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Sitting - Varghese Kollakompil & Lilly Varghese
Standing - Jaison & Juby Varghese
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Abraham K.V., Chinnamma,
Niju Abraham
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Antony Varghese, Leelamma, Leena,
Lijo & Mariamma




M A Achenfunfu & Family

Achenkunju, Ammukkutty
Ajin & Ancy Abraham

M T. N Cheriyan & Family




John Mathew, Sindhu & Abel Mathew
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Who is Great

God, through ages continues with
his purpose of saving the mankind.
While the purpose remains the same, the
process of re-generating him needed
change. Why was it so? The man and
woman who were created as his express
image to show forth his glory as his
offspring, fell short of the glory because
of sin. Man who was destined to reign in
life, became spiritually dead. Then the
question was how to save the man from
death and separation from God. To
redeem man God made the way and that
way is the man Jesus and his death on a
cross. God regenerates man through the
blood of Jesus. When one is regenerated,
Jesus is Lord and king in his life and the
gift of Holy Spirit is bestowed upon him
by our heavenly Father. Therefore, the
spirit regenerated in a person by the
blood of Jesus Christ through faith
begins to grow, overcoming the forces of
corruption in his own body and
surrounding. The Holy Spirit, through
the word of God providing the nutrients
for growth. Thus a person develops a
fellowship and union with our Heavenly
father, the son Jesus Christ, and the Holy
Spirit. This is marvelous and glorious.

Now the question is, who is
responsible for one's own fall and rise?
None other than he himself. The
redeemed people, who obey God and his
word, and who live under the rule of the
Heavenly kingdom, their coming

together is Christian fellowship.

The fellowship is presided by the
Holy Spirit, who unites the believers.
Each believer is given a role to perform.
Apostles act as God's messengers;
Prophets convey the message of God,;
Pastor facilitates the smooth conduct of
spiritual business as a steward of the
royal house. Preachers analyse,
synthesise and teach the word of God.
Evangelists testify Lord's salvation. The
mature conduct of the fellowship for
edifying each other in the Lord Jesus,
giving glory and honour to the triune
God, our Father, give us a heavenly
experience of the kingdom. The joy is
beyond words, that is real worship.

But the cloud of ego and the
human principalities prevent us from
achieving such freedom and pleasure.
Who is responsible for that? The present
frame work of Pentecostal leadership
cannot entirely be blamed for that: each
one of us is equally responsible.

We must have the believer
oriented pattern of leadership for the
furtherence of the Lord's ministry.

Bro. Sebastian Joseph.
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Widow’s Offering
She poor as she is gave all she had to live on.
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The ground was covered with frosty white
flabes. They lasted like biscuits made with
honey. - Manna

Jobin K Mathew
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Top (L-R) Sam, Stephen e Steven Thomas 4 ',.i;

Middle (L-R) Miriam, Elizabeth, Sara, Siby L Stanley Thomas =i

Middle Bottom (L-R) Esther, Saramma Thomas I G.S. Thomas A
Bottom : Samuel, Elizabeth < Timothy Thomas =
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Balakrishnan Nair, Roshni B. Nair, Susan B Nair & Rohan B. Nair

C.P.Poulose

Standing : Bindu Paul, Binu Paul & Beena Paul
Sitting : Elizabeth Poulose, C.P.Poulose
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Mathew K.M., Mariamma
Jobin & Joyce Mathew
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Mathew Joseph, Annamma
Lydia & Levin Mathew




Thomas Mathew (Shaji), Sheeba & Kevin

Johnson T. Mathew, Binu & Ben Johnson







Sahadevan S.

Sabu Poulose & Pushpa
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M.T. Abraham, Ammukkutty
Alex, Anu & Aju




Santosh P. B.
Suma Santosh

Yesu Shedarla
Suja, Grace & David
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;Where from,Whereto? 4

'Onnil’ The Church at 1 Tilak Nagar
was but a handful of dedicated closely-knit
believers, praying, fellowshipping,
worshiping, sharing, caring & loving.
Enjoying a spiritual relationship dearer than
the bio & logical relationship. A generation
that came to Mumbai (then Bombay)
seeking a living. They earned to live, lived
to give, give love to people, and give glory
to God.

50 years down the memory lane;
reminiscence may not be the word. But
definitely emotions are churned and a
feeling inexplicable fills us with joy.
Though it's only a partial glimpse of the
promise in store - the meeting on the other
shore.

Content not complacent: Seeking
pastures green, the generation & its
generation next have moved far and wide.
The once thought luxuries are now sought
necessities in a changing world where all
management gurus remind us that change is
the only certainty in life apart from death.
The unchanging God in His unchanging
Word commands us to be content.
“Godliness with content is great gain...
having food and raiment let us be content”. I
Tim 6: 6-8. A difficult proposition at any
cost. To have this, as a command is not
relevant in today's world, too far fetched, so
we say and behave.

We believe and it's a creed that the "Word
is God breathed', we sing aloud
proclaiming, professing, propagating this
Truth.

A little more than 50 miles away from
Mumbai are stream of villages. Villagers for
whom Christ is unknown and Christians are
the ones who are large hearted and take
pleasure in life having enough to dine along
with sumptuous wine.

R T e S I R S ORI YT Y w-»wwﬁgm_‘w»www.,..,;v... ——

Having born and brought up in Mumbai,
equipped with language, local and national
yet seeking a poor preacher from Kerala or
Tamil Nadu to come, learn language and
culture and then be paid to preach for the
paltry sum we call salary is only to wash our
guilt of not reaching out. When the word
assures us that God has determined the
times appointed and bounds of our
habitation. (Acts 17:26). Truly He has a
Master plan, which can only be revealed
when in obedience.

Reconcilers: Reconcilers are we? Does
the love of God constrain us? 2 Cor 5:14,15.
Paul says, “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13) an
incredible balance of confidence and
humility in perfect harmony.

Message to the youths namely the
generations 2/3 of Mumbaikars, we have to
take this challenge. The sequence remains
witnessing first in Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria and (later) uttermost part of the
earth. Though the exodus is elsewhere.

It is true that not all are called to be full
time missionary or mass evangelist. You
may be a professional seeking a change; you B
may be skilled/unskilled seeking a living. K
As industries are winding its operations in i
mega cities and moving to remote villages, j
take up jobs and let us move out of our
comfort zones, to places where billions have e
never heard about Jesus Christ. Let there be
more 'onnils’, in every village and town
around Mumbai. An opportunity to come
closer to realities, closer to the creation,
closer to the Creator Himself.

Yes! He is faithful and just. Amen He Is.

Praveen, Arpan Niwas
Roha, Raigad District,
Maharashtra.




SWEET MEMORIES

WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS
, Rev. George John

VRN
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On a cold evening of December 1973, 1
was led to a gospel convention conducted by
IPC Chembur at the Elizabeth School
premises. I clearly remember that day. Rev.
Fred Jensen from U.S.A. and Rev. PM.
Philip from Kerala spoke from the Word of
God. That day I took my final decision to
follow Jesus Christ. Eventually, I was
baptised by Rev. K. V. Kurian, and become a
member of Chembur IPC.

Expelled from home because of my faith
in Christ, those days, rejected, down -
trodden, paintorn and tormented person I
was! But the comforting and sweet
fellowship of my Church elders, Pastors and
brothers made me stand stronger. Under their
guidance and the sweet fellowship, I grew
stronger in the spirit and faith in Christ Jesus.

There was a spiritual awakening in
Bombay in the seventies. So many young
people filled in the Holy Spirit, worshiped
God even in the railway platforms when they
met at stations, and started prayer groups in
the nook and comer of the greater Bombay.
As a result of this revival, great number of
people came to the knowledge of Salvation
through Christ and were sent to different
nations of the world and witnessed the Lord.
Many of our Chembur IPC brethren became
pioneer Church planters and missionaries in
different part of Middle East, U.S.A. and
Canada.

Led by the Spirit of God, I was sent to
United Arab Emirates. With some of the
former members of [IPC Chembur, we could
plant Churches in Sharjah, Um-AI-Quain,
Ras-Al-Qhaimah of U.A.E. Sharjah
Pentecostal Assembly, a leading church in
U.A.E.. is an example. We also extended our
witnessing of the Lord even among the
Arabs. As a result of this, we were dragged
into seven Arab prisons and were tortured for
the cause of Gospel in the horrid prisons of
UnitedArab Emirates. There is a book
(Operation Crescent Moon) published on our

experience in the horrid prisons of UAE. We
consider it as a great privilege to be counted
worthy to suffer in prison as early century
saints, for the One who suffered for us on the
cross. Because of the prayers of the saints
around the world, we were rescued by
supernatural ways from the Arab's gallow.
Continuing witnessing Christ we established
'Christian Ministries India' a Church
planting ministry, based in Trivandrum,
Kerala, extending to Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Uttranchal.

I have strong chords of love and spiritual
relationship with "Chembur IPC" as my
spiritual birth took place in this church on
16th December 1973 and was baptised on
23rd December 1973. On 16th September
1979 myself and Mary were united in Holy
matrimony by Rev. K. V .Abraham.

I am proud of being a former member of
this church. What we are now is all because
of the spiritual foundation laid in my life
from my mother church, the Indian
Pentecostal Church of God of Chembur,
Bombay.

At this occasion of celebrating the 50th
year of thanksgiving, I appreciate and
congratulate all the former and present
Pastors and members of I.P.C. Chembur, and
to each one of you, my blessings in the name
of the 'Rose of Sharon and a million praises
to our Almighty God for you.

May the Lord bless my Mother Church
to raise many more heroes of faith in the
future to hold the glorious torch of Gospel up
and high. Let our slogan be this, “we are

more than conquerors.”

Rev. George John

Founder & President,

Christian Ministries India

El Shalom, Trivandrum 695 015
Tel.: 0471-2532444

Email: georgelshalom@yahoo.com




Memories of Golden Years
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C M Abraham

I consider the 9 years (January 1979 to February
1988) I had been a member of the Church at
1, Bellena, Chedda Nagar, Chembur, as the Golden
Years of my life in relation with the propagation of
the gospel of the Kingdom of God. Therefore I intend
to pen few lines to embolden and encourage the
readers in the work of the Lord. During these years I
had been under the pastorship of three eminent men of
God, Pastors K, V. Abraham, Thomas V. Koshy, and
@. Joy. Their ministry was a blessing to my life. One
cannot forget the administrative leadership and
guidance given by Bros. ®. Abraham, Johnson K.
Samuel, and such others that enabled the church to
rise to the pinnacle, setting as a model for many other
churches to follow.

When thinking about the Bombay life, the
memories that are flooding my mind are about B.5.S.
(Bombay Spiritual Singers). Some of our bachelor
party for V.C. (Vegetable Cutlet) at the Indian Coffee
House, near Tilak Nagar, Chembur, on Sundays after
worship services, led to the formation of the B.5.S.
band. We joined with friends from other Churches in
the city and pooled the talents and to be effective in
the outreach ministry. Friends like Bency Mathew,
Powai (now Bency & Ruby live in Doha), Eliazer
John, Dadar (now live in Abu-dhabi), James Mathew
(now James & Grace live in Houston, USA) were
instrumental in the formation of the band. Many
other talented and dedicated young people also joined
to make this endeavor a success. To mention a_few,
Varughese Kollakompil (I think fie is the only one still
remaining in Mumbai), Kunjumon Varghese
(Vocalist, now in Musket), Kunjumon e Susy (now
in UK), Sajan & Blossom (now in Atlanta, USA),
Mathew Philip (Shaji L Shirley now in Chicago,
USA), Babu (Piano < Accordion), James Solomon
(Guitar, now in California, USA) Babu el Beena
(now in Houston,USA), Sangeeta, (Vocalist,
Bombay), Sheela Davis Ancheril (Vocalist, now in
Banglore). There are so many others who helped us to
organize and conduct various programs of the BSS.
Many Pastors also helped us in delivering the gospel
message.

Shariene, Sarah, Sheeba Abraham,
C.M.Abraham & Kezia

The modus operandi of this band was : on
Sunday evenings go to a beach or park and sing some
gospel music with the accompaniment of as much
musical instruments as possible. As the crowd
gathers around we would distribute gospel tracts and
someone would deliver the gospel message. On the
Sundays when we could not assemble our orchestra,
we would go to a train station and distribute
thousands of tracts to the commuters. Occasionally
to reach out to a different type of crowd, we would
rent large auditoriums and conduct musical concerts.
It was a joy to see the packed auditoriums with
majority of non believers. I gratefully remember Bros.
Vijay Aswani & Vijai Thankaiya who brought
challenging messages.

The B.S.S. also conducted gospel bus tours.
A bus full of youths as well as adults would go to
interior villages, stop at various places on the way
and attract the crowd through the music ministry and
preach the gospel to them as others distribute the
tracts. On Christmas eve BSS used to conduct
Christmas carol in the CGS Quarters, seizing the
opportunity. We would go to each building and
propagate the gospel through songs and preaching.
We had a reqular bible study meeting on Wednesday
evenings in the CGS Quarters and also arranged an
Athmeeya Yathra crusade there. T0 reach another
group of people whom we may not get at the street
corners, I had developed a Postal Tract Distribution
Scheme (POTRADISC). I would go to the lobbies of
various housing society buildings and write down the
names and addresses of the people living there,
without anyone noticing. Then I sent gospeltractsto
all of them with a personal covering letter. While in
Bombay we had no ‘closet' to enter into and pray as
Jesus said. But we used to go to the terrace of the
buildings in wee hours of the night for a solitary place
topray. Iam sure some of the seeds that were planted
in those years must have come to fruition.
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CHURCH OF GOD (Full Gospel) IN INDIA

CENTRAL WEST REGION

Our Activities:-

CHURCH PLANTING

MAHANAIM BIBLE INSTITUTE

SADWARTHA PUBLICATIONS

ORPHANAGE & OTHER CHARITABLE WORKS
FILM MINISTRY

GOOD NEWS FESTIVAL

OTHER OUTREACH MINISTRIES
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Plot No. 108, P. L. Lokhande Marg
Chembur, Mumbai 400 089.
Tel. No. 2529 1834/ 2527 0422
(Email:coglove@vsnl.com)
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Betsy Mathew, Mariamma Mathew & Mathew Chacko

Mrs. Pennamma Koruth
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OUR WEEKLY PROGRAMME

- | Sunday 09.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. - Sunday School
; 10.00 a.m. to 12.45 p.m. Worship Service
- | Wednesday 07.30 p.m. to 09.00 p.m. Cottage Meeting
| Friday 10.00 a.m. to 01.00 p.m. Fasting & Sisters Fellowship
| Saturday 07.30 p.m. to 09.00 p.m. Tarry Meeting
- |2nd Sunday 12.45 p.m. to0 01.30 p.m. Youth Meeting (PYPA)
- 12nd & 4th Sunday 04.30 p.m. to 06.00 p.m. Bible Study for Youths
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Sheela, PBiju, Fays, Shnita s,
Shoona Surendran & Daniel
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A.V.SAMUEL
Director

QUALITY PREVAILS

AK|V| AL KHABEER METALLIC CONST. IND. L.L.C
AL KHABEER STEEL WORKS L.L.C.

P.O. Box: 6497, Sharjah, U.A.E. Tel: 06 5330316 Fax: 06 5330783
Website: www.mesteel.com/alkhabeer E-mail: kabsteel @ emirates.net.ae




